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It’s been a busy month for your president and the month isn’t finished yet. 
The family and I traveled to San Diego for my Navy Reserve Retirement 
ceremony. The ceremony was great and my family really enjoyed it. Now 
that I’m done with that career I’m supposed to have more free time, HI HI. 
After the San Diego portion of our trip we drove to Las Vegas to see the mu-
sical Lion King for Natalie’s birthday. The musical was great and lived up to 
all its positive reviews.  
 
Since our trip was during the June VHF QSO Party I wasn’t able to partici-
pate in the contest but I was able to make a few 6m SSB contacts while we 
were mobile. The majority were of my QSO’s were in Eastern Washington 
and the remainder in Colorado and Utah.  It was a great trip but I’m glad I 
don’t have to drive in Southern California everyday. 
 
Our next big club event is this week. Field Day is here and I can’t believe 
that I only have a week to get ready. Because of our extended winter and 
persistent snow we have had to move our Field Day location to a lower ele-
vation. Bill, W6LSW has done an excellent job securing our new location 
and getting the required permits. The location is closer to Pollock Pines so 
that means it will be easier for you to come out and visit us during the week-
end. Their will be plenty of antennas and radios for you to see and if you 
want to operate, ample opportunities will be available. Possibly the best rea-
son to come is just to hang out with your fellow Ham’s and enjoy the fresh 
air. One last thing, remember that our Club Meeting will be Saturday at 5:00 
pm at the Field Day site. 
 
After Field Day we have few other club events coming up, a fox hunt in Au-
gust and another antenna build in July. The fox hunt will test your radio di-
rection finding skills and knowledge of the county topography, more infor-
mation about the fox hunt is available on the club web site. The antenna 
build will be held in late July and we will be building fox hunt antennas.  
 
Well I have lots of work to catch up on and Field Day preparations to make 
so that’s it for now. I’ll hope to see all of you at Field Day. 
  
73, 
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The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  

THE AG6AU REPEATERS   
 

YOUR $25 DONATION TO THE REPEATER FUND WILL KEEP US COMMUNICATING!! 

BAND FREQUENCY PL 

6 METERS 52.78 MHz 107.2 Hz 

2 METERS 147.825 MHz 82.5 Hz 

70 CENTIMETERS 441.725 MHz 82.5 
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of Allegiance. 
 
Jay asked if there were New Hams or 
license upgrades, there were none. 
 
Jay announced our newest members, 
Vern, W6VMT,  and Jeremiah Norrell, 
KI6WXC. 
 
Jay then asked for introductions, during 
which Frank Sharit, W6DHN announced 
that he had finally received his Call-sign 
License plates. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Jay announced the upcoming Transmitter 
Hunt, planned fro August. He showed off 
and talked about the 6 meter J-Pole that 
he had built. 
 
Matt reported on the upcoming ARES 
training, scheduled tentatively for July 9, 
2011. 
 
Don reported on the ARES letter and it’s 
updated information on a bill in Congress 
that effects the 70cm Ham band. He re-
minded everyone that there would be no 
monthly meeting in June. Instead the 
meeting would be held at the Field Day 
site. He reported on the upcoming meet-
ing topics. 
 
Bob reported on the 6 meter repeater 
move to Bald Mountain. 
 
Jay reminded everyone about several 
upcoming contests and events, including: 

CQ WPX CW Contest. 
D-Day Special Event Station 
Garden Valley Kids’ Expo in Octo-

ber 
Field Day, he again reminded every-

one that there would be no regu-
lar monthly meeting in June. 

 
Don McCallum, AF6ND announced that 
he had a 6’ tall equipment rack that he 
would like to part with if anyone was 
interested. 
 
Meeting Topic: 
 
Bill Ozment, W6LSW, gave a presenta-
tion on Field Day and began taking sign-
ups for operators. 
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Board Meeting 
 
Present: 
 
President, Jay, KE6GLA 
Vice President, Don, KG6YST 
Treasurer, Loretta, N6NQH 
Secretary, Matt, W6MAZ 
Board Member, Mark, KJ6EUO 
Board Member, Dave, KG6YBE 
Board Member, Kirby, AF6OP 
Repeater Trustee, Bob, W1RH 
 
Welcome: 
 
Jay Harmor called the meeting to order 
at 18:34 PST. 
 
Approval of the Minutes: 
 
Don Brooks made a motion to approve 
the minutes from the last meeting, 
Loretta Ozment seconded the motion 
and the Board passed the motion. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Jay reminded the Board that a new 
“Chairman/Chairwoman-In-Training” 
was needed for Field Day. 
 
Jay reported that he had officially 
passed the raffle items over to Bob 
Hess, who would begin overseeing the 
raffle immediately. 
 
Jay asked Matt Maszczak if there was 
any new information regarding Troy’s 
Run, near Echo Summit. Matt reported 
that he had spoken to the race director 
several weeks prior, but had since had 
no contact. 
 
Jay reminded the Board that a reserva-
tion for the church was still needed for 
the club’s Holiday Dinner in Decem-
ber. 
 
New Business: 
 
Jay announced that Harry, W6HFM 
and Ken, K6KRD were setting up a 
transmitter hunt in August. 
 
Board Updates: 

Jay reported on the status of the web-
site re-design and thanked Mark 
Ashurst for his help. Matt reminded 
them to leave space for forthcoming 
ARES information. 
 
Don Brooks briefed the Board on some 
of the upcoming meeting topics, in-
cluding a talk on Radio Astronomy in 
July. He also mentioned that he was in 
the process of acquiring an MFJ ana-
lyzer from a fellow ham to be auc-
tioned off as a grand prize at the holi-
day party. 
 
Matt Maszczak reported his intention to 
hold an all ARES training event in 
July. He also mentioned that there had 
been a few requests to move the weekly 
ARES net to 9:00 PM and he asked to 
poll the members at the meeting. 
 
Treasurers Report: 
 
Loretta Ozment reported a balance of 
$1465.57. There were no bills due. 
 
Two new membership applications had 
been received: Vern (Last Name and 
Call Sign Needed), and Jeremiah Nor-
rell, KI6WXC.  Loretta made a motion 
to accept the applications, Dave sec-
onded and the Board voted unani-
mously to accept them as a members. 
 
Board Updates Continued: 
 
Bob Hess reported that there were sev-
eral email bounce backs from the re-
flector and that he needed to confirm 
some email addresses with Loretta. 
 
Dave Cole reminded the Board that the 
last person to leave the Field Day site 
would need to be in possession of the 
use permit. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Jay adjourned the meeting at 19:15 
PST. 
 
Club Meeting: 
 
Welcome: 
 
Jay Harmor called the meeting to order 
at 19:23 PST. He welcomed the Mem-
bership and led the group in the Pledge 
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Tube Of The Month 

HK-354 
 

In 1934, lots of things were hap-
pening in the transmitting tube 
world.  The overturn of RCA’s 
monopoly was making opportuni-
ties for several companies.  EI-
MAC had split from Heintz & 
Kaufman and H&K was now look-
ing to start selling to the public.  
They needed something to com-
pete with EIMAC.  The HK-354 
was a well-designed tube with a 
dissipation of 150 watts and had a 
grid.  H&K no longer had to make 
the Gridless Gammatrons.  Three 
wide spaced anode supports made 
the tube very rugged.  The success 
with the 354 prompted H&K to 
expand the options.  If you 
wanted to use the tube in high 
frequency work, it could be pur-

chased with a side grid terminal.  
Eventually they made it with your 
choice of amplification factor.  The 
original had a mu of 14, but now it 
was also offered in 9.5, 22, 35 and 
50.  Each variation was assigned a 
suffix from A to F.  I have found an 
obscure advertisement that offered 
to mix and match the features.  You 
could get a 354-F with or without a 
side grid pin.  It keeps tube collec-
tors looking for all the variations.   
More photos at http://n6jv.com.  

 
Break: 
 
Jay called for a break at 20:07 PST. 
 
Meeting Resumes: 
 
Jay called the meeting back to order at 
20:25 PST. 
 
Scott Gothard, W6SRG, gave a presenta-
tion on Civil Defense and some of the 
Ham gear that they used. 
 
Bob Hess held the raffle. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Jay asked for final comments, thanked 
everyone and adjourned the meeting at 
20:55 PST. 
 

  
  

  HAM RADIO  
LICENSING 

TEST 
 

July 9, 2011 
                     

American Legion Post 119 
Building 

                             
4561 Greenstone RD 
Placerville, CA 95667 

 
STARTING  

AT  
9:00 AM 

 
Test fee $14.00  

Subject to change 
 

CONTACT                    
KEN, W6KWV                   

642-9523 
 

NOTE THE NEW   
LOCATION!!! 
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Want to join this list?  Contact 
Bob, W1RH 
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The Field Day Site this year is at a differ-
ent location because of the large amount 
of snow on Mormon Emigrant Trail and 
at our usual site. Finding another location 
has been difficult to say the least. The 
selected site is at Pilliken Road, 10N46, 
about 12 miles from the beginning of 
Mormon Emigrant Trail (MET) at Sly 
Park Road. Watch for the Club signs to 
indicate the location. It is not as good as 
our usual site and we will have to make it 
work for us. 
 
The Forest Service people that I have had 
to work with are all different, which has 
made it quite difficult to get a permit for 
use of the site. They have vehicle parking 
rules that make a site selection difficult. 
We might want to consider sites out of 
the Forest Service area in future years. 
 
We can begin set up as early as noon 
Friday, June 24th . We will start making 
FD contacts at 11 AM on Saturday, June 
25th and cease operating at 11 AM on 
Sunday June 26th. 
 
Field Day Stations (as of 6/20/11): 
 

Contact Bill if you want to take charge of 
a particular band.   
 
Harry says that the 2 meter and 6 meter 
repeaters should be accessible from the 
site, based on Bill’s coordinates. 

EL DORADO COUNTY ARC MEMBERSHIP  
Current membership rates are $15.00 per member and $7.50 for each additional 
family member.  
 
A donation to our repeater system, in addition to your 2010 dues, will give us the 
funds to properly maintain the repeater and improve coverage. 

��!�'*11#	����	�	��,	�������	
��%	��������5����(�,�5���
��;	����4��(�,)"5�

We recently replaced the 440 repeater antenna, located on my tower.  We had been 
using a tri-band Diamond V-2000A, which operates on the 6/2/440 bands.  The new 
antenna is a commercial antenna cut for the 440 ham band.  It has made quite a differ-
ence in coverage.  The Diamond is on the left.  The new antenna is on the right.   
 
Ken, K6KRD, did the tower-top work with Harry, W6HFM, Ed, KI6R, and myself, as 
the ground crew. 
 

 

BAND PHONE CW 

160   

80 AF6OP  

40 KE6GLA  

20  WA6RZ 

15 KG6YBE  

10   

6 KG6YST  

2 KJ6EUO  

220   

440   

Satellite K6MLE K6MLE 
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This month’s raffle will be at the meet-
ing at the Field Day site.  All items to 
were selected with Field Day in mind. 
 
Camp Chair 
 
12 Volt Soldering Iron 
 
Lightning Arrestor 
 
Double Braided Dacron Polyester Rope 
 
17 Piece Knife Set 
 
Crimp Tool / Wire Stripper 
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MY VISIT TO VORONEZH, RUSSIA 
Mel, KJ6MFM 
[Mel frequently does business in Russia.  He sent us some pictures of his 
visit, in May, to the Voronezh Ham Radio Club station, located in South-
western Russia.—editor] 
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EDCARC Weekly Net  
 

Is held Tuesday evenings at  
 

8:00pm   
 

AG6AU repeater   
 

147.825 
 

CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5  
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Hello Spotters! 
 
The Sacramento National Weather Ser-
vice will be presenting an online live 
weather spotter training session on June 
29.  For those of you who need a re-
fresher course, please feel free to join us 
on the 29th.  In addition, though, we ask 
that you forward this invitation to others 
that you may know that would be inter-
ested in becoming a spotter .  We are 
particularly interested in reaching people 
that have difficulty in attending a face-to-
face session.  This session will be con-
ducted online but will be presented live 
by our spotter training team.  We plan to 
hold these sessions every three to four 
months, so anyone not able to attend this 
session will not be missing out for long. 
 
As always, we thank you for your valu-
able input into our weather warning pro-
gram and in helping to protect life and 
property. 
 
 - Kathy 
 
Weather Spotter Training  -  Join us 
for a Webinar on June 29 
 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/
register/874766560         
 
This online training session will focus on 
providing weather spotter training and 
weather safety information to existing 
National Weather Service spotters and 
for those wishing to become a spotter.  
However, anyone interested in weather is 
welcome to join this session and learn 
about storm development and weather 
safety.  Perhaps you will want to join us 
as a spotter when the session is over!  
 
The presenters for this session are from 
the National Weather Service (NWS) 
office in Sacramento, which serves inte-
rior Northern California.  If you are a 
spotter or potential spotter from an area 
served by a different NWS office, we 
will forward your attendance information 
to the appropriate office following the 
session.  Every NWS office presents in-
formation unique to their area, though, so 
you are encouraged to seek spotter train-

Join the EDCARC  
Reflector!  

 
It’s Easy! 
Just go to  

 

www.edcarc.com 
 

Click on  
 

Club Contact Information   
 

Look for 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click on it! 

ing in your local area as well. 
 
Title:    Weather Spotter Training 
Date:    Wednesday, June 29, 2011 
Time:    6:00 PM - 8:00 PM PDT 
 
After registering you will receive a 
confirmation email containing informa-
tion about joining the Webinar. 
 
System Requirements 
PC-based attendees 
Required: Windows® 7, Vista, XP or 
2003 Server 
 
Macintosh®-based attendees 
Required: Mac OS® X 10.4.11 
(Tiger®) or newer 
 
Space is limited. 
Reserve your Webinar seat now at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/
register/874766560 
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Bill, KG6BAJ, our Nevada-Sierra EC 
reports: ‘Nevada-Sierra County ARES 
is still in need of radio operators for the 
2011 Agony Bike Ride near Loyalton, 
CA. This year’s Agony Bike Ride will 
be held from 1:00 pm Friday, July 29th 
to 1:00 pm Saturday, July 30th, 2011. 
The ride is a 24-hour endurance bicycle 
ride that could have from 50 to 100 
riders participating. As the ride is a 
fund-raising event for Christian En-
counter Ministries, each rider rides as 
many miles as possible during the 24-
hour event. They raise money based on 
how far they ride. Some riders will ride 
until midnight, sleep and resume in the 
morning; others will press on through 
the night in hopes of riding the entire 
24 hours. We still need radio operators 
to cover the Vinton, and Beckwourth 
stations. Information can be found 
at: http://www.n1oes.org/events/
agony/ Anyone who can help is asked 
to please contact Bill Lewis, KG6BAJ, 
via email at ec@n1oes.org . 
 
‘There is NO such thing as a Simplex 
Frequency designated in Part 97’. This 
is the reminder from ARRL Dan Hen-
derson, N1ND, Regulatory Information 

Manager, n1nd@arrl.org .     
 
From Amador County ARC: ‘This 
month, May, our member Ray Parker, 
ND6S, gave a great presentation on 
contesting. He spoke of the many bene-
fits of contesting and the many aspects. 
He brought along several copies of 
contesting magazines for the audience 
to look over, including the one in 
which he was listed as being #1 low 
power phone in CA and #6 low power 
overall in a 2009 Sprint contest. As an 
active contester, he has encountered 
and overcome the obstacles facing any-
one new to that aspect of the hobby and 

Continued next page 
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I received 
my ZS8M 
QSL card a 
couple of 
weeks ago.  
I get a lot of 
QSL cards, 
but this one 
really ex-
cited me!   
 
Marion Is-
land is the 
7th most 
wanted 
DXCC en-
tity on the current 340-entity list.  Why is it so rare?  From ZS6EZ’s website: 
 
The Prince Edward islands are South African territory, but are considered a separate 
DXCC entity because of their distance from the mainland. The group consists of two 
islands, Prince Edward and Marion. As Prince Edward is uninhabited, Marion is the 
DXer's only hope of a contact with this country. 

Marion is home to a weather and research station. It is manned year-round, with 
crews staying for a year. The annual supply ship comes around April and stays for a 
few weeks to take care of resupply and base refurbishment. 

The island is administered by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, 
the agency responsible for weather services in South Africa. 
 
During the Sixties, the club station on the island could be operated by anyone. The 
station was on the air daily, as there was very little other entertainment available. 
The station used the huge Rhombic antennas, and was easily workable around the 
world. 

I'm told that the Seventies brought a restriction to only licensed amateurs, and the 
station suddenly became very rare. Only if a licenced operator happened to be on the 
crew would there be any activity. All the operators during this period continued to 
use the club callsign ZS2MI. It was clearly important to retain a single callsign, as all 
other ZS2 callsigns were on the South African mainland. 

1989 brought another dispensation, when the ZS8 call area was allocated to the 
Prince Edward Islands. The block was no longer being used for Bechuanaland, as 
this entity had become a separate country as Botswana and had been given the A2 
callsign series. The way was now open for individual callsigns, but for some strange 
reason, the first three operators of this era continued to use the callsign ZS8MI. 
 
The most recent operation on Marion Island ended in March of this year.  The opera-
tor was Pierre, ZS1HF, using the call, ZS8M.  I worked Pierre on 40 meter CW, in 
August, 2010.  Since antennas on the island are limited, the ZS8M antenna system 
consisted of a multi-band dipole and a Steppr vertical.  He did have an Icom IC-7000 
amplifier.   
 
To have your favorite QSL card featured in the Circuit, just email me an electronic copy or trust me with a 
hard copy and I will scan it and return it to you in same the condition I received it. 

speaks from experience with his hints 
and encouragement. Regardless of the 
practice at handling traffic under less 
than desirable conditions, practice at be-
ing accurate and tuning your ear, and 
being able to obtain recognition with a 
station that is less than the big guns, Ray 
says a simple station can produce health 
benefits as well as simple enjoyment. 
Keeping an active mind is critical for 
everyone, particularly as age starts creep-
ing up. What better way to keep your 
mind active than participating in contest-
ing. Do it for your health and have fun at 
the same time. 
  
The ACARC will not have a regular June 
club meeting but will be on the air during 
Field Day at the Lumber Yard Ranger 
Station on Highway 88 about 37 miles 
west from Jackson. Watch for the signs 
and also check the Field Day site locator 
on the ARRL web page. Thanks, John, 
KI6DWP.    
 
Jim, K9JM, our SV Section Traffic Man-
ager, sent the following. ‘Every year, we 
send you (the SV Section Manager) a 
Field Day Message from the Neurosa 
Gopher Munchers Field Day Group.  The 
question that always arises, what an odd 
name. During the first outing, Mitch 
KB6FPW brought along his cat Neu-
rosa.  Neurosa enjoyed Field Day hunting 
down and crewing up gophers, in a ex-
tremely gruesome manner. When submit-
ting the first report, a group name was 
needed, and hence the name was 
born.  Thirty years later, Neurosa Gopher 
Munchers are still at it, with no further 
gophers being destroyed.  The group 
operates under Denny's call AE6C; and 
over the years comprises, Denny, Pete 
W6WY, Mitch KB6FPW, Larry K3LZ 
and yours truly.’    
 
K9JM makes a good point, and you and 
your FD operation can make points by 
sending me, the ARRL SV Section Man-
ager, a FD message. Read the rules and 
send the message. I try to check into 
California Traffic Net each evening on 
3906 at 6:30 pm. It is a good place to 
leave me the FD message. I will have HF 
mobile capability. We hope the bands 
cooperate. Even if I cannot copy the mes-
sage during FD, I can get it the next eve-
ning, or the next, or…you get the idea.    

ARRL SECTION NEWS (cont) 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@yahoo.com 

Secretary Matt Maszcak W6MAZ  mmaszczak@gmail.com 

Treasurer Loretta Ozment N6NQH   lwozment@comcast.net 

Board Member Kirby Hallenbeck AF6OP  1sailorman@comcast.net 

Board Member Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Board Member Mark Ashurst KJ6EUO  me@markashurst.com 

Board Member Carolyn Wylie KJ6ABN  wylie3201@yahoo.com 

Repeater Trustee Bob Hess W1RH  w1rh@arrl.net 

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


