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Well, the Prez took a break this month so your Circuit editor will 
fill in. 
 
Not being the type to party-hardy on New Year’s Eve, and with 
most, but not all, of our holiday house guests gone, I decided to put 
the final touches on the December Circuit and send it off.  But, 
wouldn’t you know it….the internet service was down!!  What to 
do?  Simple, go to bed and let others ring in the new year! 
 
So, we have the December Circuit arriving in your email box on 
the second day of January, 2009! 
 
2009!!  Can you believe it?  The year that most analog television 
will go away and many hams will come up with cool bits and 
pieces of some of those high power analog transmitters.  Anyway, I 
wish everyone a prosperous, healthy, and happy New Year, 2009. 
 

73, ��������	��������	��������	��������	  
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January 22 - EDCARC Club Meeting 

January 6 -  River City ARCS—7:00 PM—Sac County Cor p Yard 

January 9 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Lib rary 

January 10 - Tahoe ARA Meeting, 1 PM, Zephyr Cove L ibrary 

January 14 - Sacramento ARC—7 PM—Sac Blood Source, Mather 

January 24 - Mother Load DX/Contest Club - 11A-3P -  Martell 

 

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Jay, KE6GLA at 6:30 PM. Other 
Board members present were Don, 
KG6YST; Donna, K6DLR; Bill, 
W6LSW; Mike, KN6XJ;Michal, 
WA6RZ; Dave, KG6YBE; and Loretta, 
N6NQH. 
 
In the Minutes of the previous meeting, 
Don pointed out that his name was omit-
ted as attending the Board meeting. Don 
moved that the minutes of the previous 
meeting be accepted, with the addition of 
his name as being in attendance. The 
motion was seconded by Donna and ap-
proved. 
 
Treasurer Donna reported a balance of 
$664.89 in the club account and re-
minded that the account balance needs to 
be kept above $300.00 to avoid service 
charges. She picked up papers and bank 
signature cards for the change over to 
new club officers after the election. Some 
membership renewals have already come 
in for 2009. One check for $22.50 was 
received for membership renewal. 
 
Old Business: 
Christmas potluck dinner - Saturday, 
December 6, at 6:00 PM at the Federated 
Church. Jay had a sample copy of the 
certificate to award Life Memberships at 
the Christmas dinner. Donna and Jay 
have supplies for the dinner, and Loretta 
will decorate the tables. For door prizes, 
Don moved to spend $150 total on door 
prizes. The motion was seconded by 
Loretta and passed. Jay will circulate a 
sign up sheet for the potluck. 
 
Fox Hunt, November 22 - Bill said he is 
ready for start time at 9:30 AM. 
Ham Hat - Michal said that Ham Hat is 
ready to start in January and that Kimball 

is available. 
 
Jay thanked all the current Board mem-
bers for their service to the club this last 
year and reminded them to be ready to 
turn over information to the new position 
holders. 
 
As there was no further business, Michal 
moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
The motion was seconded by Dave and 
passed. Meeting adjourned.  
�
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The meeting was called to order by 
President Jay, KE6GLA. The meeting 
was opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance followed by introductions of all 
present. There were 24 people present.  
Bob Heard, KI6UGM, is a new Techni-
cian. Also there were two other visitors. 
Treasurer Donna, K6DLR, reported a 
Treasury balance of $664.89 with no 
outstanding bills. 
 
Announcements: 
 o  Ham testing - Ken, W6KWV, an-
nounced the next testing session is Satur-
day, January 10 at Radio Shack in Plac-
erville. 
 o  ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services) - Don, KG6YST, reported sat-
isfactory communication testing for the 
Marshall Hospital emergency drill earlier 
this month. 
 o  VIP (Volunteers in Prevention) - 
Jerry, K6GER, had nothing to report 
from our CDF coordinator. 
 o  Fox Hunt - Bill, W6LSW, will be 
ready for all hunters Saturday, Novem-
ber 22, 9:30 AM to 12:00 noon. Start 
place is at the Placerville County Li-
brary. 
 o Radio Supply Company, a new store 
in Auburn, has Amateur Radio supplies, 
will order radios, etc., does repairs, and 
Dave is extremely helpful in answering 
questions about equipment. 
 o HamHat - Michal, WA6RZ, an-
nounced the rocket project will resume 
in January with plans to launch in June 
2009. He also recommended a book 
called “Passport to World Band Radio” 
for people who want a shortwave guide. 

 o The next General EDCARC meeting 
is Thursday, January 22, at 7:15 PM. 
 o George, KG6D, said pictures of the 
recent tower installation have been 
posted on the Club Web page. 
 o Jay urged people to sign up on the 
Christmas Potluck Dinner sheet being 
passed around. The dinner is December 
6, Saturday, at 6:00 PM at the Feder-
ated Church. Bring family and see the 
presentation of 2009 officers and board 
members. 
 
Election of Officers and Board mem-
bers - After nominations (volunteering 
and persuading) were concluded, the 
following slate was presented to the 
club members: 
  President - Don Brooks, KG6YST 
  Vice President - David Cole, 
KG6YBE 
  Secretary - Jay Harmor, KE6GLA 
  Treasurer - Loretta Ozment, N6NQH 
  Board member 1 - Merv DeHaas, 
WA6LYE 
  Board member 2 - Ken Decker, 
W6IZU 
  Board member 3 - Bill Ozment, 
W6LSW 
  Board member 4 - Mike Csicsery, 
KN6XJ 
  Board member 5 - Rosa Rogers, 
KD6CUM 
Michael Picco, K6MLE, moved for a 
unanimous ballot for the slate pre-
sented. The motion was seconded by 
Ken Vogele, W6KWV, and approved 
by the club members. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for refresh-
ments and the monthly raffle.  
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The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has 
notified the team that February 12-26, 
2009, will be the dates allocated for the 
radio operation.  These dates are coor-
dinated with other USFWS research 
activities scheduled on other parts of 
Desecheo Island as well as scheduling 
USFWS security personnel for the 
camp. 
 
Fifteen operators will be allowed on the 
island at any given time.   A total of 6-8 
stations will be operational, including 
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Contesting / Tower Permits—Bob 
Hess W1RH 
Working DX— Michal Warzecha 
WA6RZ 
Soldering—Dave Cole KG6YBE 
VHF Contesting/Satellite—Jay Har-
mor KE6GLA 
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EDCARC Weekly Net  
  

Is held Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm   
 

AG6AU repeater   
 

147.825 
 

TCSS/PL tone of 82.5  

�#$��.	����	���  
 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 

on the AG6AU repeater. 
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Want an official El Dorado County 
Amateur Radio Club badge with your 
Name/Call on it?  See Jay, KE6GLA, 
at the next club meeting for details. 

160-6 meters. 
 
A reconnaissance trip to Desecheo is 
scheduled for Friday, December 19. 
Three team members, USFWS person-
nel and an UXO (unexploded ord-
nance) expert will sweep and clear the 
assigned area of UXO and other haz-
ards.  There will be no radio operations. 
 
The 15-man team will assemble in 
Puerto Rico on February 8, 2009, for 
mandatory UXO training.    The next 
three days will include team operations 
training, and last minute preparation 
and staging of the several tons of 
equipment for transport. On February 
12th, landing will commence and two 
stations will be immediately activated.   
Likewise, stations will continue to op-
erate until the final moments before 
departure on February 26th. 
 
Halfway through the operation, on Feb-
ruary 19th, approximately half of the 
operating team will be replaced with 
fresh operators for the final week. 
 
The team has been diligently planning 
antennas and propagation paths to take 
advantage of every possible band open-
ing to Asia, where Desecheo is #2 on 
the Most Wanted List and to Europe, 
where it is #3 on the Most Wanted List. 
 
Contributions are being solicited. To 
assist us and for the latest news, please 
g o  t o  t h e  t e a m ’ s  we b s i t e : 
http://www.kp5.us 
 
73, 
Glenn Johnson, WØGJ 
Bob Allphin, K4UEE 
Desecheo 2009 co-leaders  

Looking for a reason to get on the HF 
bands this month? The January QST 
features Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, ‘It 
Seems to Us’ column announcing the 
ARRL Triple Play. All you have to do 
is submit your log to Logbook of the 
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I just created a set of free online exam 
practice tests that I hope hams will find 
useful. 
 
Within the practice tests, online study 
resources, (Wikipedia, NASA, ARRL, 
etc...), are provided for many of the 
questions. The list of resources avail-
able for each question is constantly 
growing because users can add their 
own favorite links to the study materi-
als. Users can also track their test 
scores over time and see which subele-
ments are giving them the most trouble. 
You can see all the practice tests at: 
 
http://copaseticflow.blogspot.com/ 
 
Please let me know if you find it handy, 
or if you think of any ways to make it 
better.  Also, if you think it's useful, 
please feel free to add a link to the 
practice exams at your site.  Thanks! 
 
73  de KD0FNR Hamilton Carter 
 
PS The tests were mentioned recently 
on kb6nu.com at: 
 
http://kb6nu.com/new-online-test/ 
 
You can also see comments about the 
practice exams on the QRZ forums: 
 
http://forums.qrz.com/showthread.php?t=180904 
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Don, KG6YST and our new president, 
passed this on for the Circuit.  A new 
220 MHz repeater is available for club 
members and others. 
 
Output  224.06 
Input    222.46 
(1.6 mg offset -) 
PL 127.3 
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Ronald D. Murdock, W6KJ 
998 Bogue Rd 
Yuba City, CA 95991-9221 
530-674-8533  

 HAM RADIO  
LICENSING TEST 

 
January 10, 2009 

 
AT THE RADIO 

SHACK  
 

4615  
MISSOURI FLAT RD 

SUITE #5 
 

IN THE DEPOT  
JUNCTION COM-

PLEX 
 

STARTING AT  
 

9:45 AM 
 

CONTACT 
KEN, W6KWV                  

AT 642-9523  
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THE CLUB 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY !! 
 

Thanks to all 
for the pictures 
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HC8N is one of the premier 
contest stations in the world.  
You can count on working 
their big signal from the Gala-
pagos Islands during any ma-
jor contest.  The station is op-
erated and maintained by the 
Galapagos Radio Society. 
 
The Galápagos archipelago 
has a population of around 
40,000, is a province of Ecu-
dor, a country in northwestern 
South America and the islands 
are all part of Ecuador's na-
tional park system. The princi-
pal language on the islands is 
Spanish.  
 
The Galapagos Islands are part 

of the country of Ecudor but they are considered a separate DXCC entity because of 
the large separation, by water, between the mainland and the islands. 
 
So, who worked HC8N from our club?  Well, it was Maribelle, KZ6MOM. 
 
Husband Michal, WA6RZ, tells the story: 
 
In 2007, my wife Maribelle decided to become a ham.  Although she is not a DX 
fanatic, she does enjoy an occasional contact, especially with a DXpedition.  This is 
one of her first contacts and QSL cards.  
 
Maribelle made this terrific DX contact on 20 meter phone, in October, 2007. 
 
I am always looking for QSL cards for the Circuit.  Please email them to me or you 
can loan me your card and I will scan it and return it in perfect condition. 
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Here is a picture of Michal's birthday 
cake.  Unfortunately, the cake 
maker didn't follow my instructions 
regarding the morse code and she didn't 
lay it flat in my vehicle and a crack 
emerged.  She felt so bad about it that 
she ended up giving me a discount on 
my sister's cake.  Her cake was beauti-
ful! 	

World (LOTW), the ARRL electronic 
QSL system, for contacts with each of 
the 50 states on CW, phone, and 
RTTY/data modes. That is work each 
state on each of the three modes, and 
get the other operators to send in their 
electronic logs to LOTW. I think the 
hardest thing to do these days is to get a 
QSL for a specific contact, since most 
operators don’t QSL the first contact 
anymore. This will be quite an achieve-
ment. Those of us who still use paper 
logs can do it all at one time by poking 
in all the contacts to an appropriate 
logging program, then exporting the 
log electronically to LOTW. Doing it 
first will be another entire level to this 
challenge.  
 
We have lots of contest and operating 
opportunities in January. Check page 
82 in January QST for the complete 
list. VHF is there as well. Look at Janu-
ary 17-19 for the ARRL January VHF 
sweepstakes. A completely updated list 
is available online at  
 
www.arrl.org/contests.  
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Vice President Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Secretary Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Treasurer Loretta Ozment N6NQH   lwozment@comcast.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Ken Decker W6IZU   

Board Member  Rosa Rogers KD6CUM    

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


