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Welcome to 2010!! Where did the past year go? It seems as though it just 
started and then it was over. I enjoyed my tenure as president of ED-
CARC last year and am looking forward to serving in this position again 
this year. 
 
We held our annual pot luck on January 9, 2010, about a month later than 
usual. There was a good turn out and lots of wonderful food. Thanks to 
all who participated and dusted off your favorite recipes to share. As I 
have said many times, there are no bad pot lucks, some are just better 
than others. This was one of the good ones! 
 
As with last year, if you have an area of expertise that you would like to 
share with the club we would be happy to schedule you as a presenter at 
one of our monthly meetings. Or, if you know someone that has an inter-
esting topic to present contact Dave Cole, vice-President,or any Board 
Member with the idea. The presenter does not have to be amateur radio 
related, just interesting. 
 
For all you Dxer’s, I recently found out about a first ever DX station 
coming up April 2 – 10, 2010. It will be in the Kabul area of Iraq. The 
web site for information is www.YI9PSE.com. I was on a VOIP site, 
qso.com, a site restricted to ham operators, and made contact with 
YI1UNH, Heathem in Baghdad. We had a nice QSO and he told me 
about the upcoming DX station. He will be one of the participants, as 
well as several hams from the United States. Give a listen as this is the 
first ever from Iraq! 
 
I would like to get the club involved in more public service events this 
year. I will bring this up at the meeting on January 28, for discussion. 
Please give some thought to this and we can brainstorm some ideas. I 
know some of you still work so time is limited for this type of activity. I 
am thinking two or three a year, in addition to the other events we par-
ticipate in, would be good exposure for our hobby. 
 
For now I will say 73s to all and will see you at the meeting on January 
28th, at the usual time and place. Take care and be safe. 
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January 28th - EDCARC Club Meeting   
7:15 PM, Federated Church, Placerville 

 

February 4  -  Amador County Amateur Radio Club  -  7 PM 
February 10 - Sacramento ARC—7 PM—Sac Blood Source,  Mather 
February 10—Sacramento QCWA—11 AM, Dennys, 50 & How e 
February 12 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn L ibrary 

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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the ARRL inviting 2 members from our 
club to attend the Pacific Division 
Cabinet meeting in Livermore on Dec 
5th @ 9:00 am, Lunch will be provided. 
Don doesn’t think he will be able to 
make the meeting but will check with 
other club members to see if they are 
available to attend.  
 
Vice President, Dave Cole – Is looking 
for ideas for next years meeting topics.  
 
Secretary, Jay Harmor – There will be 
a tower moving party this weekend. 
The group will meet at the Train Sta-
tion @ 8:00 am.  
 
Treasurer Loretta Ozment –Reported 
that the club has currently $689.39 in 
the checking. 

 
Michael Csicsery – Nothing to report. 
�
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On Friday, 8 January 2010, I attended a 
briefing by Lt. Col. Corey J.Keppler, 
Commander of the 7th Space Warning 
Squadron at Beale AFB, CA.  This 
squadron operates the radar we know 
as Pave PAWS. The name originally 
meant Phased Array Warning System. 
   
Col. Keppler's squadron is tasked with 
using the radar to help defend the 
United States. If they can track objects, 
including hostile missiles and re-entry 
vehicles (think bombs onboard,) an 
enemy is less likely to depend on sur-
prise attack. There are lots of other 
aspects to the mission. Mid-course anti-
ballistic missile guidance information, 
detecting space junk which may collide 
with the International Space Station 
(ISS), and tracking de-orbiting objects 
which may pose a hazard to us here on 
the surface of the planet are all aspects 
o f  t h e  r a d a r ' s  c a p a b i l i t i e s . 
  
Of course, this is of interest to us be-
cause we share, as secondary users, the 
same frequencies used by the radar. 
Over the passed few years, efforts to 

 transmitter used for tracking model 
rockets. He also showed us the Yagi 
antenna he built to receive the transmit-
ter signal. 
 
Morgan – Reported that he is working 
on a project at the Marshall Hospital 
and needs to measure signal strength on 
the hospital roof in the cell phone fre-
quency range. 
 
Don – Called for a break at 8:27 pm  
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President, Don Brooks called the meet-
ing to order at 6:32 pm.  
Those in attendance were : President 
Don Brooks, Vice President Dave Cole,  
Treasurer Loretta Ozment, Secretary 
Jay Harmor, Other Board Members 
Present were  Bill Ozment, Michael 
Csicsery, Ken Decker, and Rosa 
Rogers  
 
Ken made a motion to approve the min-
utes from the October, 2009, meeting. 
Dave seconded the motion. Don called 
for a vote and the motion passed with 
all voting in favor. 
 
Old Business  
 
Holiday Party – Will be held January 
9th at the Federated Church from 6 pm 
to 9 pm. The cost of the room will be 
$50.00.  The board discussed obtaining 
door prizes for the party. A motion was 
made by Bill to make $150.00 available 
for door prizes, Dave seconded the 
motion.  Don called for a vote and the 
motion passed. Jay will purchase the 
door prizes for the party. Dave made a 
motion to pay the Federated Church 
$50.00 for the room use, Ken seconded 
the motion. Don called for a vote and 
the motion carried. 
 
Club Elections – The elections for club 
officers will be held this evening dur-
ing the club meeting. Don has received 
nominations for most of the positions.  
 
Board Reports: 
 
President, Don Brooks –  Letter from 
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President Don Brooks, started the 
meeting at 7:18 pm and led the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The meeting had 23 members in atten-
dance. Don welcomed the members 
and asked the group to introduce them-
selves.  
 
Don recognized license upgrades of 
W6MAZ, Matt and K6SWG, Steve to 
General and K6MLE, Michael on be-
coming a Grandpa. 
 
Announcements and reports: 
 
Treasurers Report – Loretta reported 
that we had a bank balance of $687.39. 
  
Vice President – Dave, is looking for 
speakers and meeting topics for next 
years meetings. 
 
Newsletter – Bob is always looking for 
articles for the club’s newsletter. 
ARRL Phone sweepstakes will be this 
weekend, a big contest that will give 
you the opportunity to work all 50 
states in a weekend. 
 
President – Don, our club’s holiday 
party will be held January 9th at 6:00 
pm here at the Federated Church. It 
will be a pot luck dinner and we will 
also have door prizes.  
New question pool for the Technician 
license will be effective July, 2010.  
The other license classes will change in 
the following years 
 
Program: 
 
Mike, KI6UTU – Presented a program 
about the massive infrastructure setup 
for the Burning Man event held in 
Northern NV. The event is attend by 
50K people and requires a large public 
safety presence that leaves no trace 
when the event finishes. 
 
Bill, W6LSW – Talked about antenna 
polarization and antenna radiation pat-
terns when making antenna choices. 
 
Eric, KI6HNB – Showed off his Bline 
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decrease interference to the radar resulted 
in the removal of most of our UHF FM 
440-450 MHz repeaters. Those efforts 
appear to be largely successful. During 
our visit, we saw real time frequency 
displays clear of interference in that part 
of the band. There is still interference, 
however. We were shown unclassified 
azimuth and frequency displays of real 
t i m e  i n t e r f e r e n c e . 
     
In the spectrum below 440 MHz, there is 
significant interference--not just once in 
a while, but all the time. It shifts position, 
and is present not like a standard comms 
s i g n a l  b u t  i s 
splattering all over the coverage sweep. 
What is likely, though we don't have that 
data, is that there is enough interference 
to hamper small object detection. None 
of us wants to be responsible for opera-
tions that interfere with the mission of 
t h i s  s q u a d r o n . 
 
The briefing was set up with the coopera-
tion of the USAF and ARRL Headquar-
ters. Besides Section representatives of 
all the ARRL Sections out in front of the 
radar, we had Ed Hare, W1RFI, of the 
ARRL Lab, and Dan Henderson, N1ND, 
HQ Regulatory Information Manager, 
and members of the NARCC board. 
    
We know that there will continue to be 
surveys of the interference conducted by 
the appropriate Air Force test personnel 
as long as there is an interference issue. 
We hope they can pinpoint the sources of 
the interfering signals. 
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After a long decline in favor of GPS and 
other radionavigation systems, LORAN-
C finally goes dark in the US. Although 
LORAN was once a dominant and pri-
mary presence on 160 meters, a story on 
the Inside GNSS Web site quotes the US 
Coast Guard as planning for decommis-
sion of the stations beginning February 8, 
and transmissions ceasing entirely by 
October 1, 2010. This apparently also 
closes the effort to create a backup 
"eLORAN" system. (Thanks, George 
K5TR) 
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The 852 and 860 
 

In the late 1920s, there was increasing interest in the 
VHF spectrum.  
Few tubes would 
operate even up 
to 30 MHz so 
150 MHz was a 
real challenge.  
In 1927, RCA 
introduced a tri-
ode designated 
the UX-852.  It 
was unusual in 
that the plate 
came out the side 
and the grid out 
the top.  To keep 
the capacity low, 
the connections 
were made with 
w i r e  l e a d s .  
These tubes were 
rated at 100 

watts and could be used at full power to 30 MHz and 
with reduced power they would operate up to 2 meters. 
 
Getting a tube to operate above 30 MHz was hard enough but you still had to have enough 
power to drive it.  In 1929, RCA introduced a tetrode designated the 860.  The same enve-
lope and connections were used except for the very long screen grid that connected 
through the base. 
 
Before WWII, the Navy was developing transmitters like the TBL for their ships.  The US 
military always was looking for a strong design 
and then building mass quantities and installing 
them in everything.  Space is always a premium 
on ships, so they liked tall and narrow equipment.  
The 860 could be used at all frequencies with low 
driving power and   would work well as an oscil-
lator.  It could also be mounted upside down, 
which simplified construction and circuit connec-
tions.  With a stack of 860s and a larger version 
the 861 in the output, the Navy had their utility 
transmitter.  They seemed to put them in every-
thing that floated.  Even submarines got them 
although I could never see how they ever got 
them installed.  These were very heavy.  Even the 
Japanese Navy thought they were a good idea and 
produced their version the D-860. 
 
After the war, large numbers of these tubes were 
available on the surplus market and had a brief 
popularity until better and smaller VHF tubes 
were developed. 

�34-	

34-	

$536,	
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Michal, WA6RZ, brings us 
this month’s QSL and it is a 
good one.  Michal worked 
East Timor in June, 2008, on 
20 meter sideband. 
 
The Portuguese began to 
trade with the island of Timor 
in the early 16th century and 
colonized it in mid-century. 
Skirmishing with the Dutch 
in the region eventually re-
sulted in an 1859 treaty in 
which Portugal ceded the 
western portion of the island. 
Imperial Japan occupied Por-
tuguese Timor from 1942 to 
1945, but Portugal resumed 
colonial authority after the 
Japanese defeat in World War 
II. East Timor declared itself independent from Portugal in 1975 and was invaded 
and occupied by Indonesian forces nine days later. It was incorporated into Indone-
sia in 1976 as the province of Timor Timur (East Timor). An unsuccessful cam-
paign of pacification followed over the next two decades, during which an esti-
mated 100,000 to 250,000 individuals lost their lives. In 1999, in a referendum, an 
overwhelming majority of the people of Timor-Leste voted for independence from 
Indonesia. Between the referendum and the arrival of a multinational peacekeeping 
force in late September, 1999, anti-independence Timorese militias - organized and 
supported by the Indonesian military - commenced a large-scale, scorched-earth 
campaign of retribution. The militias killed approximately 1,400 Timorese and 
forcibly pushed 300,000 people into western Timor as refugees. The majority of the 
country's infrastructure, including homes, irrigation systems, water supply systems, 
and schools, and nearly 100% of the country's electrical grid were destroyed. On 20 
September, 1999, the Australian-led peacekeeping troops of the International Force 
for East Timor (INTERFET) deployed to the country and brought the violence to an 
end. On 20 May, 2002, Timor-Leste was internationally recognized as an independ-
ent state. In late April, 2006, internal tensions threatened the new nation's security 
when a military strike led to violence and a near breakdown of law and order. At 
Dili's request, an Australian-led International Stabilization Force (ISF) deployed to 
Timor-Leste in late May. In August, the UN Security Council established the UN 
Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT), which included an authorized police 
presence of over 1,600 personnel. The ISF and UNMIT restored stability, allowing 
for presidential and parliamentary elections in April and June, 2007 in a largely 
peaceful atmosphere. In February, 2008, a rebel group staged an unsuccessful attack 
against the president and prime minister. The ringleader was killed in the attack and 
the majority of the rebels surrendered in April, 2008. Since the unsuccessful attacks 
the government has enjoyed one of its longest periods of post-independence stabil-
ity.  [CIA Factbook] 
 
Pero Simundza, 9A4SP, was one of three UNHCR workers that were brutally killed 
on September 5th in, Atambua, West Timor, Indonesia. [DX LISTENING DIGEST] 
 
To have your favorite QSL card featured in the Circuit, just email me an electronic 
copy or trust me with a hard copy and I will scan it and return it to you in same the 
condition I received it. 

  HAM RADIO 
LICENSING 

TEST 
 

March 13, 2010 
                     

RADIO SHACK   
4615  

MISSOURI 
FLAT RD  

STE #5 
 

IN THE DEPOT 
JUNCTION 
COMPLEX 

 
STARTING  

AT  
9:45 AM 

 
Test fee $14.00 

Subject to change 
 

CONTACT                   
KEN, W6KWV                  

AT 642-9523 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Vice President Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Secretary Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Treasurer Loretta Ozment N6NQH   lwozment@comcast.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Ken Decker W6IZU   

Board Member  Rosa Rogers KD6CUM    

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


