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Here we are in June and the weather is finally warming up. Should be 
very pleasant during Field Day. 
 
Several members have contributed time to assist other organizations with 
their events by manning check stations this month. We have received  
lots of Kudos from those organizations for our help. I will not attempt to 
name those who have worked, you know who you are, as I will surely 
forget someone and don't want to do that. Thanks for helping to promote 
Amateur Radio. 
 
Have not done any radio work other than 2 meter as I have many projects 
at home that are consuming my time. I will be happy when those are 
done so I can get back to the normal routine. 
 
Was able to visit with both of my daughters on Father's Day which was 
very enjoyable. With everyone's busy life it is hard for us to all get to-
gether at the same time. Hope all of you who are fathers also had a won-
derful day. 
 
I understand that we have some interesting speakers in the coming 
months. So far we have had some good topics at the monthly meetings 
and should have more to come. Reminder: if you have a special area of 
interest  that you would like to share contact Dave, KG6YBE. 
 
Hopefully there will be much news to report after Field Day. It looks as 
though we will have a good turn out at the site. Mike KN6XJ is still look-
ing for operators for some of the bands. 
 
Take care of yourselves and keep smiling. 
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June 27 - EDCARC Club Meeting  - 5:00 PM at FD Site 
July 2 - Amador County ARC - 7:30 PM, Amador County  Rec Facility 
July 6 - River City ARCS—7:30 PM—Sac County Corp Ya rd 
July 8 - Sacramento ARC—7 PM—Sac Blood Source, Math er 
July 10 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Libra ry 
July 21  - North Hills ARC - 7:30 PM - North Area C orp Yard 
July 25 - Mother Load DX/Contest Club / NCCC Joint Meeting- Noon - 
Stockton 
July 11  -  Ham Testing—See Ken, W6KWV 
  

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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Vertical Antennas.  
 
Secretary, Jay Harmor had nothing to 
report. 
 
Treasurer Loretta Ozment reported we 
have received several QSL cards in the 
mail, Loretta will distribute to the 
proper members for handling.  Our 
current bank balance is $1,044.89 and 
we have passed $90 to the AG6AU 
repeater fund. We currently do not have 
any outstanding bills.  
 
Michael Csicsery is planning a club 
picnic for July 18th. Don will work with 
Mike to reserve the Park. 
 
Ken Decker reported that the swap 
meet at Natomas High School went 
well. 
 
Rosa Rogers had nothing to report. 
 
Bill Ozment will be giving the talk 
about FD at the meeting this evening. 
 
New Business:  
 Loretta received five applications for 
membership; only one request meets 
the requirements, Daniel, KI6VFM. Jay 
made a motion to approve Daniel’s 
application and Dave seconded the 
motion. Don called for a vote and the 
motion carried. 
Jay is still working with Harry 
W6HFM to find a date for the next T-
Hunt 
 
Don adjourned the meeting at 6:55 pm. 
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President, Don Brooks called the meet-
ing to order at 6:33 pm.  
Those in attendance were: President, 
Don Brooks; Vice President, Dave 
Cole; Treasurer, Loretta Ozment; Sec-
retary, Jay Harmor.  Other Board Mem-
bers present were Ken Decker, Bill 
Ozment, Michael Csicsery, and Rosa 
Rogers. 
 
Mike made a motion to approve the 
minutes from the May, 2009 meeting 
with one correction (Don is researching 
CQ Subscription). Loretta seconded the 
motion. Don called for a vote and the 
motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
Old Business:  
 Don is still researching our subscrip-
tion to CQ magazine replacing our 
World Radio Subscription.  The ques-
tion is when is our renewal due? 
 
Don is still researching the legality of 
our club raffle. He will apply for a state 
permit if it is necessary. 
 
Loretta has published the 2009 Club 
roster. It has been sent via email and 
some printed copies are available.  
 
Loretta is still in the process of contact-
ing some members that may be having 
financial hardship paying their club 
dues.  
 
Board Reports: 
President, Don Brooks the Pony Ex-
press ride on June 15th is still looking 
for radio support, and the Sierra Cen-
tury Bike Ride on June 6th is also in 
need of radio operators. The Historical 
Military Vehicle Convey and the BSA 
march will also need radio operators. 
We will also plan on supporting the 
Kids Day Expo in Garden Valley in 
October.   
 
Vice President, Dave Cole announced 
meeting topics for this meeting in May 
are Repeater Autopatch Operations, 
Radio Remote Control, and Field Day 
Plans. The meeting in June will be at 
Field Day at 5:00 pm. July will be HF 
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President Don Brooks started the meet-
ing at 7:14 pm and led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting had 
20 members and 5 non-members in 
attendance. There were no new hams to 
acknowledge. Don acknowledged one 
new club member, Daniel, KI6VFM, 
who was not present.  
 
Announcements and reports: 
Don had nothing to report for ARES. 
Several other groups are looking for 
Ham Radio support: Pony Express Ride 
June 18th, Boy Scouts Anniversary 
March October 24th, and Garden Valley 
Kids Expo October 3rd.  Don also gave 
a brief report on the North Hills Swap 
meet. 
 
Loretta gave the Treasurer’s Report we 
have a current balance of $1,047.89. 
The club roster has been emailed and 
copies are available. 
 
Dave reminded everyone that next 
month’s meeting will be at the Field 
Day site on Saturday, June 27th at 5:00 
pm. 
 
Mike announced that we will hold a 
club picnic on July 18th. 
 
Michal asked for help with the Ham-
Hat project. 
 
George gave a talk about the auto patch 
system on the AG6AU repeater. He 
also covered auto patch procedures and 
he provided a speed-dial list to current 
users. 
 
Bill told the club about Field Day pro-
cedures and rules. He also explained to 
a new member what to expect at the 
Field Day site. Bill also gave some 
history about the club’s Field Day op-
erations. 
 
Don called for a break at 8:48 pm 
  
Don restarted the meeting at 9:00 pm 
and started the raffle.  
 
Don closed the meeting a 9:05 pm. 
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EDCARC Weekly Net  
  

Is held Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm   
AG6AU repeater   

147.825 
CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5  
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On a recent business trip to Socorro 
New Mexico, I had the chance to ex-
plore a real gem in the region, the Very 
Large Array (VLA) Observatory (it is 
the chain of radio dishes seen in the 

1997 movie 
C o n t a c t ) .   
The facility 
observes the 
heavens with 
radio tele-
scopes, and 
with massive 
c o m p u t e r 
power, cre-
ates visual 
images from 
the signals.  
From an 
astronomical 
and engi-
neering per-
spective, the 
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X2159 
 
Among collectors, there is always a 
competition to have something that 
is older, more valuable or larger 
that the other guy.  Its a "mine is 
bigger than yours" type of ri-
valry.  In tube collecting, the 
X2159 or 8974 fits into this cate-
gory.  Eimac developed this power 
tetrode in about 1973.  At a dissipa-
tion of 1.5 million watts it has an 
output of 2.15 million watts in class 
C.  If you want to be the biggest 
gun on 20 meters, this tube is for 
you.  Before you call Eimac, you 
might take a closer look at the 
power requirements.  The filament 
takes 16.3 volts at 600 amps (that's 
10,000 watts) to light it.  The 
power supply will need to supply 22,500 volts at 125 amps.  Your old amplifier 
won't drive it since it takes 7000 watts input.  Then there is the cooling.  The water 
lines are 2.25 inchs in diameter and even the filament is water cooled.  A fork lift is 
always a good idea as it weighs 175 pounds. Continental Electronics uses two of 

VLA is 
t r u l y 
incred i -
ble.  It is 
an obser-
v a t o r y 
consis t -
ing of 
t w e n t y 
seven 82 
foot di-
a m e t e r 
r a d i o 
t e l e -
s c o p e s 
arranged 
in a huge 
‘Y’ pat-
t e r n .  

Each leg of the ‘Y’ is 13 miles long and 
the telescopes are moved on rail road 
tracks and arranged according to the 
observational needs.  The array effec-
tively works like a giant telescope, and 
is much easier to build.  Unfortunately, 
the array is designed to only receive 
signals and cannot transmit.  I would 

not be able to make my long distance 
DX QSO with ET! 
 
According to the VLA website, the 
array is designed to cover slivers of 
spectrum from 74 MHz to 50 GHz (4 

�����	���	("�	�
�	


�����	��	("�	



 ���������&���	��&�����	� @� (����'))*+�,��-�.+�/�-�0�

 

 

m to 0.7 cm).  False color images are 
made from the 
radio signals, and 
astronomers have 
peered billions of 
light years into the 
universe.  The site 
uses wave guides 
to transmit data 
from the antennas 
to the computer 
room.  An upgrade 
in work will allow 
continuous cover-
age between 1 and 
50 GHz and im-
prove data transfer 
to the computer 
room via fiber 

optics.  It will significantly improve the 
observatory and further push the field 

of radio astron-
omy. 
 
There is a 
small, but very 
nice visitor 
center.   It in-
cludes techni-
cal details of 
the observatory 
(data gathering 
methods, hard-
ware details, 
configurations, 
etc).   The best 
aspect of the 
site is the walk-
ing tour.  It 
goes to the 

closest dish and you can sit directly 

under it, and if 
you lucky, 
wa t c h  t h e 
dishes move!  
The walk con-
tinues to the 
c o m p u t e r 
room, giving a 
s p e c t a c u l a r 
view of the 
array from the 
second floor 
balcony.  For 
additional pic-
ture opportuni-
ties, you can 
drive to the 
ma in tena nce 
building that 

houses an entire dish!  There is also a 
small gift shop with neat astronomy t-
shirts and other items.  The best part of 

the trip is the visitor center and walking 
tour is free. 
 
If you are in Central New Mexico, the 
VLA is well worth the trip (it is 2 ½ 
hours from Albuquerque).  Just bear in 

mind the VLA is literally in the middle 
of nowhere (for understandable RF 
reasons) and is at altitude (7,000 ft).  
Plan accordingly.  Bring lots of water 
and make sure your car is in good run-
ning condition.  Cell phone coverage is 
nonexistent (I did not check local re-
peaters).  For more information, visit:  
www.vla.nrao.edu	
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Got my new flagpole up just in time for 
FLAG DAY 2009.   
  
Found a nice prominent spot for it 
about 50' out from my shop. 
  
All is well in Port Angeles. 
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Location: N38.66705° W120.29147°  Elevation 6600' on Mormon Emigrant Trail. 
 
The Field Day Site is approximately 23 miles from Pollock Pines.  
 
From Hwy 50 at Pollock Pines, go South on Sly Park Rd. (E16) approximately 5 miles to the Sly 
Park Recreation Area at Jenkinson Lake. Mormon Emigrant Trail goes South (a left turn) and 
crosses the two dams of the Lake. The Field Day site is approximately 18 miles. During Field Day 
operation, a sign will indicate the site location on the south side of the road.  
 
Additional information: 
 
The Field Day Site is about 6.5 miles west of Hwy 88 and 2.4 miles west of the Silver Fork Rd. For 
those who care, the site is approximately 17 miles by air from Pollock Pines and 2.5 miles by air 
from the Leek Springs Lookout. 
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 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 

on the AG6AU repeater. 
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Our mem-
bers that 
provided 
communi-
c a t i o n 
s u p p o r t 
for Pony 
E x p r e s s 
Reride on 
June 18 
were Bill 
W6LSW, 
Loretta N6NQH, Don KG6YST, George WG6D, Steve K6SWG, 
and Dennis KI6GSJ. 

 
There are four pictures, so you can choose the 
ones you want. The first one shows the riders 
ready and waiting at XP Corral exchange loca-
tion. 2. The arrival of the incoming riders from 

Strawberry.  3. The exchange of the mochila 
carrying the mail.  4. The next riders heading 
out. 
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This month’s card comes to us from me! 

I found this card in with a batch I received recently from the QSL Bureau.  Not a 
particularly pretty card.  I worked this Spanish contest station in the ARRL 2008 
CW DX Contest. 
 
So why am I featuring it in the newsletter?  Look at the card closely.  Below the call 
sign, it says: 
 
dit dit ditditditditdit dit 
The Shortest CW Call sign in the World! 
 
They’re right!  Only a Spanish station can have the shortest CW callsign in the 
world! 
 
 I am always looking for QSL cards for the Circuit.  Please email them to me or you 
can loan me your card and I will scan it and return it in perfect condition. 

 HAM RADIO  
LICENSING TEST 

 
July 11, 2009 

 
RADIO SHACK  

 
4615  

MISSOURI FLAT RD 
SUITE #5 

 
IN THE DEPOT  

JUNCTION  
COMPLEX 

 
Test fee $14.00 Subject to 

change 
 
 

STARTING AT  
 

9:45 AM 
 

CONTACT 
KEN, W6KWV                  

AT 642-9523  

��%	..1	
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Don, KG6YST, and our new president, 
passed this on for the Circuit.  A new 
220 MHz repeater is available for club 
members and others. 
 

Output  224.06 
 

Input    222.46 
 

(1.6 mg offset -) 
 

PL 127.3 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL AMATEUR RADIO STORE! 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Vice President Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Secretary Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Treasurer Loretta Ozment N6NQH   lwozment@comcast.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Ken Decker W6IZU   

Board Member  Rosa Rogers KD6CUM    

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


