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Here we are in July and Field Day 2009 is in the books. 
 
We had a great turn out at our site and lots of support. Thanks to all the partici-
pants. Mike, KN6XJ did a great job of setting the event up and working with 
everyone. Thanks also to Bill, W6LSW for his guidance to Mike. 
 
We still have many events that organizations need help with for the remainder of 
the year. If you have some free time and can volunteer it is greatly appreciated 
by those you help. The good will we generate cannot be measured and goes a 
long way to promoting our hobby in the eyes of the public. 
 
Many of our club members are off on vacation so the nets, particularly on Mon-
day nights are running light. If you can, check in and say hello and let others 
know what you are doing. 
 
Hope everyone is having a great time this summer and catching up on projects 
but not working too hard. 
 
Remember the weather has turned very hot and if you are out and about stay 
hydrated. When it reaches 100 plus degrees it does not take long to get in trou-
ble. 
 
This is short but I am busy with home projects and this is late to Bob, W1RH. I 
will sign off for now and see you all at the meeting this month, Thursday 7/24. 
 
73s 
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August 27 - EDCARC Club Meeting   

7:15 PM, Federated Church, Placerville 
 
Sept 1 - River City ARCS—7:30 PM—Sac County Corp Ya rd 
Sept 3 - Amador County ARC - 7:00 PM, Volcano Telep hone Tech Center 
Sept 9 - Sacramento ARC—7 PM—Sac Blood Source, Math er 
Sept 11 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Libra ry 
Sept 15  - North Hills ARC - 7:30 PM - North Area C orp Yard 
Sept 19 - Mother Load DX/Contest Club - Colima del Oro in Shingle Springs 
  

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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EDCARC Weekly Net  
  

Is held Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm   
AG6AU repeater   

147.825 
CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5  
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ARES – Nothing to report the section 
manager is out of town. 
 
President – Don discussed HR12160 a 
bill to prohibit cities and HOA’s deny-
ing installation of Amateur Radio An-
tennas. 
  
Mike C – Reported that Field Day was 
a success. The club made 472 QSO’s 
for 2268 points. He thanked everyone 
for their support. 
Don thanked Mike and Bill for their 
organization of Field Day. 
 
Program – NVIS antennas by Thomas 
WB6JSB. He discussed the theory be-
hind NVIS antennas and how he de-
signed one for use in Africa. 
 
Don paused the meeting for a break at 
8:12 pm. 
 
Don restarted the meeting at 8:30 pm. 
 
Michal W. reported that some of the 
club members will be going to the 
Community Observatory this Saturday. 
 
Don held the raffle and then closed the 
meeting at 8:37 pm at the conclusion of 
the raffle. 
 
   
 
  
 
  
 
	 

 Rosa Rogers – All snack sign ups are 
covered. 
 
Bill Ozment – Enjoyed Field Day this 
year and helping a ham with 20 meter 
CW during the event. 
 
New Business – 

�� Jay made a motion to pay the 
bills to the Federated church 
for $125 and the USPS for 
$60. Ken seconded the mo-
tion. Don called for a vote and 
all voted in favor and the mo-
tion carried. 

�� The club will hold our annual 
Christmas dinner at the Feder-
ated Church as a Pot Luck. 
Date and time TBD. 

�� The November meeting will 
be moved to November 19th 
due to the Thanksgiving Holi-
day. 

 
Don adjourned the meeting at 6:56 pm. 
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EDCARC General Meeting Minutes 
for July 23, 2009 
 
President Don Brooks, started the 
meeting at 7:16 pm and led the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The meeting had 19 members and 4 
non-members in attendance. Don wel-
comed three new members and asked 
the group to introduce themselves. 
 
Don recognized a new ham Kim, 
KJ6BCE Technician and Carolyn 
KJ6ABN General. 
 
Announcements and reports: 
 
Treasurers Report – Loretta reported 
that we had a bank balance of 
$1,177.39 and paid two bills $125 to 
the Federated Church and $60 to the 
USPS. 
 
Vice President – Dave reported that we 
need a speaker for next months meet-
ing. 
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President, Don Brooks called the meet-
ing to order at 6:40 pm. 
 
Those in attendance were : President 
Don Brooks, Treasurer Loretta Oz-
ment, Secretary Jay Harmor, Other 
Board Members Present were Ken 
Decker, Bill  Ozment, Michael 
Csicsery,  and Rosa Rogers. 
 
Ken made a motion to approve the min-
utes from the June 2009 meeting. 
Loretta seconded the motion. Don 
called for a vote and the motion passed 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Old Business – 
 
Fox Hunt – We still need a date, Harry 
is out of town. 
 
Club Picnic – New possible date Sep-
tember 26th location TBD. 
 
Board Reports: 
 
President, Don Brooks –  Nothing to 
report 
 
Vice President, Dave Cole –   Not Pre-
sent 
 
Secretary, Jay Harmor – Jay will be on 
Navy Duty during August and he will 
need a stand-in to record the minutes 
from the board and general meeting. 
 
Treasurer Loretta Ozment –  The cur-
rent balance is $1,177.39. The club has 
two bills due $125 to the Federated 
Church for rent during the remainder of 
the year and $60 to the USPS for our 
post office box.  Gene Wooten submit-
ted an application to renew his club 
membership. 
 
Michael Csicsery – Gave an update on 
the Field Day results. He said the event 
was successful and he is working on an 
article for the newsletter. 
 
Ken Decker – Reported that there are 
lots of construction activities on Hwy 
49 south of Placerville. 
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October 3 1600 UTC  until October 4 
2200 UTC. 
 
Check the rules at:  
 
http://www.cqp.org/Rules.html 
 
Pretty much the same as last year. 
 
New this year (Subject to adequate 
participation): 
 
XYL awards for in state and out of 
state!   Yes ladies a special award just 
for you  Get on the air and let us hear 
you !!!!     
 
Have you picked your county yet? 
 
Please register at: 
 
http://www.cqp.org/Counties-Plan-
2009.html 
 
And for those working the contest out-
side of California, get your stations 
ready. 
 
Rick "The Rhino" N6RNO 
In Tehama October 3-4, 2009. 
Where will you be? 
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FT5G   - The FT5GA team [425DXN 
948] will  depart  Paris  on  11  Septem-
ber, destination St. Denis, Reunion 
Island. The date  for  the  military flight 
to Glorioso will be announced as soon 
as FASZOI (the  French Armed Forces 
in the South Indian Ocean Zone) con-
firm it.  The  team will remain on 
Grande Glorieuse for  about  three  
weeks,  and  the return flight from Re-
union to Paris will be on 8 October.  
Bookmark: 
          
http://glorieuses2008.free.fr/  
 
For further information and updates. 
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In late 1925, a small company called 
the American Appliance Co. began 
marketing a cold cathode rectifier 
called the type “B”.  They also used 
the brand name “Raytheon” on the 
tube.  Raytheon sounded better than 
American Appliance, so the next 
month they changed the company 
name to Raytheon.  During the winter 
of 1932-33, a group of hams at Ray-
theon started getting ideas to produce 
transmitting tubes for the ham mar-
ket.  More interesting and fun than 
rectifiers. 
 
The technical staff at ARRL head-
quarters made several suggestions 
including the need for a tube that 
would operate at high frequency, re-
quire little drive and could be screen 
modulated.  This was the Depression 
and money was tight.  A tube that 
would put out good power as an am-
plifier or oscillator would simplify 
the transmitter circuitry as would 
screen modulation.  Plate modulation 
was expensive.  My father was using 
link modulation and burning his lips 
on the hot microphone. 
 
A relatively inexpensive tetrode was 
developed in 1934 called the RK-20.  
It was rated at 40 watts dissipation 
and could be used at full power to 30 
MHz.  The new tube was a big suc-
cess and RCA seemed to get jealous.  
They soon produced a tube that looked like the RK-20 and called it the 804.  The 
804 never seemed to catch on as it was only good to 15 MHz and everyone wanted 
to operate on 10 Meters.  RCA eventually made the 814 that took market share 
away from Raytheon especially when the military gave it the VT-154 number.  Its 
handy for RCA when your company’s president is an Army general. 
 
Not wanting to miss a chance to capitalize on RCA’s marketing, Raytheon started 
marking some of their RK-20s as 804s.  RCA had made their 804 to look like the 
20, so they copied the copier.  Later Raytheon RK-20As were marked RK-20A/804. 
 
Raytheon tubes were famous for being rugged.  Extra supports were built into the 
element mounting presses. This example is the second variety where the classic 
wide cap was first incorporated.  This variety also had arms with small insulators to 
the ends that were attached to the plate and limited vibration. 
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I have had various ways of getting my 
antennas cables from the outside to the 

inside.   
 
In Massachusetts, the ham shack was in 
the basement.  To get the antennas in-
side, I just drilled holes into the base 
plate, just above the concrete wall.  
That was OK, but it still did not look 
classy. 
 
When I moved here, with 10 acres, I 
knew I was going to have a boat load of 
antennas, so I needed a way to get them 
into the house painlessly.    
 
The permanent plan was, and still is, to 
bring them in under the house and build 
the cables into the wall of the future 
ham shack.  Note that I said “future”.  
The ham shack is going to be a good 
sized room to be built into my enor-
mous garage…..when I get around to it. 
 
For now, however, the radios are set on 
a desk in the garage.  I was running the 
cables under the garage door and that 
was beginning to look pretty messy.  
Also, varmints were finding their way 
under the garage door due to the cables.  

 
Then, I 
n o t i c e d 
that MFJ 
has a siz-
able col-
lection of 
a n t e n n a 
f e e d -
t h r o u g h 
a c c e s s o -
ries, so I 
convinced 
my dear 
wife  to get 
me the 
MFJ 4603 
for Christ-
mas. 
 
This particular panel has the following 
connectors on it: 
 
1 - F Connector 
1 - N Connector 
4 - UHF Connectors 
1 - Balanced line feed through 
1 - Single wire line feed through 

1 - Ground wire feed through 
1 - DC voltage feed through (plus and 
minus) 
1 - Utility opening to feed random ca-
bles through. 
 
The utility opening is very cool.  It is a 
sliding opening which effectively al-
lows several cables of varying sizes to 
pass through the panel while keeping it 
sealed. 
 
The panel when shipped is mounted on 
a painted 1x4.  Foam, stick-on, insula-
tion is supplied to make a weather tight 
fitting between the wood and the win-
dow. 
 
It is such an obvious and simple idea I 
wonder why I did not build one of 

these years ago.  But, why build one 
when MFJ offers these in various fla-
vors for well under $100. 
 
In my case, I have so many antennas 
now, and several more going up soon, 
that I am going to use a combination of 
the panel and three remote antenna 
switches to get the antennas into the 
garage. 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Vice President Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Secretary Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Treasurer Loretta Ozment N6NQH   lwozment@comcast.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Ken Decker W6IZU   

Board Member  Rosa Rogers KD6CUM    

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


