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Greetings, fellow club members. We are nearing the end of October and 
next month will be an important month for the club. We will be holding 
our annual elections for club officers. I’m telling you this now, not to 
scare you off from next month’s meeting, but to give you time to think 
about supporting the club in a leadership role. At the October meeting 
you can talk to me, or any of the other club officers, and find out how 
much they like their current position, how much time it requires and what 
tasks are involved.  I have held the President’s position six times, the 
Vice president’s position once, the Treasurer’s position twice, and sat on 
the General Board as a Past President twice.  For every year I have held 
an office I’ve learned something new about the club and I hope that I 
have helped to make the club better with your help. So, over the next 
month think about what you can offer the club by filling a leadership 
role. I believe you will enjoy the experience. 
 
Now, onto personal news, I have been spending the latter part of October 
switching out my 40m and 75m antenna system. I had an elevated verti-
cal antenna for those bands, but decided to switch to an inverted V an-
tenna. The vertical always had a high noise level, so I’m hoping that the 
inverted V will have a lower noise level and that will improve my signal 
to noise level. I will be testing it out over the next few months. Now is 
the time to get those last minute antenna projects done before it becomes 
too cold and windy to try and hang wires in swaying trees.  
 
At the next meeting I’m looking forward to hearing about PACIFICON 
from those of you who were able to make the trip. I hope some of you 
were able to take some pictures so we can see some of the new toys that 
are available. I also want to hear about any of the good bargains you 
were able to find. 
 
That’s it for now; I’ll see all of you at the meeting on the 23rd 
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October 23 - EDCARC Club Meeting 

November 2 -  LAST  Livermore Swap, Robertson Park, Livermore 

November 5 -  River City ARCS—7:30 PM—Sac County Co rp Yard 

November 8 -  Tahoe ARA Meeting, 1 PM, Zephyr Cove Library 

November 12 - Sacramento ARC—7 PM—Sac Blood Source,  Mather 

November 14 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn L ibrary 

November 18  - North Hills RC—7:30 PM—North Area Co rp Yard 

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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EDCARC Board Meeting, September 25, 
2008 
 
The Board meeting was called to order at 
6:38 PM by President Jay, KE6GLA. 
Board members present were Jay; Mike, 
KN6XJ; Michal, WA6RZ; Dave, 
KG6YBE; Bill, W6LSW; Don, 
KG6YST; and Loretta, N6NQH. 
 
Michal moved that minutes of the previ-
ous meeting be approved. The motion 
was seconded by Don and passed. The 
Treasury balance is $934.89 with no out-
standing bills. A membership application 
was received from Bob Brown, KG6BRJ, 
who has attended at least two meetings. 
Don moved that his application be ap-
proved and that his dues be applied 
through 2009. The motion was seconded 
by Loretta and approved. 
 
Programs planned for the rest of the year, 
reported by Don, are October 23 - Ad-
vanced DX, November 20 - Board Elec-
tions, December 6 - Potluck dinner, with 
no regular meeting. He also reminded of 
the Youth Exposition on October 4 at 
Garden Valley Park and announced a 
meeting October 9 in Jackson for 
Amador County Weather Spotter Train-
ing. 
 
Ham Hat project will resume after Janu-
ary 1, according to Michal. Item 2, he 
told of a tower and shack on Sacramento 
Hill is available for rent. Item 3, he has a 
CW survey that he would like everyone 
to fill out and return to him. 
 
As there was no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:03 PM. 
�
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The meeting was called to order by 
President Jay, KE6GLA. Everyone re-
cited the Pledge of Allegiance. Bob 
Brown, KG6BRJ, was introduced as our 
newest club member. Also, he has up-
graded to General Class. Introductions 
were made by all, giving name, call sign 
and home location. There were 22 pre-
sent. 
 
The Treasury balance is $934.89 with 
income of $15.00 from membership dues 

and no outstanding bills. 
 
ARES - Don, KG6YST, reported two 
events. October 4 - Youth Exposition at 
Garden Valley Park, starting at 10 AM, 
and  October 9 - Amador County 
Weather Spotter Training at Admini-
stration Building in Jackson, 7:00 PM. 
Also he has raffle tickets for sale. 
 
Michal, WA6RZ, announced four 
items: (1) A CW survey is being made 
for a future newsletter article. (2) Ham 
Hat project will resume after January 1. 

������	�+
���  
Contesting / Tower Permits—Bob 
Hess W1RH 
Working DX— Michal Warzecha 
WA6RZ 
Soldering—Dave Cole KG6YBE 
VHF Contesting/Satellite—Jay Har-
mor KE6GLA 
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I grabbed this 1957 sunspot drawing off of a discussion board.  The comment: 
 
Check the date on this one.   1957.    Sunspots.  Six meters was open world wide al-
most around the clock.  Ahhh, the good old days. 
 
1957 is the year I really started getting into radio.  I had a Heath GR-91 receiver.  I 
remember listening to hams on all bands coming in from all over the world.  We have 
not had conditions like that since.   
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 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 

on the AG6AU repeater. 

(3) Available for rent on Sacramento 
Hill is a ham shack and large tower. 
There is also some old repeater equip-
ment available for free.  (4) He has an 
HF station set up for use during the 
meeting for anyone interested in trying 
it out. 
 
Net control - Jay expressed a need for a 
net control for Tuesday this coming 
week. 
 
Harry, W6HFM, reported on the Fox 
Hunt held last Saturday, September 20. 
Tales of the event were shared by par-
ticipants Jay and Bill.  Harry awarded 
certificates for first place to Bill, 
W6LSW; second place to Bill, 
W6WEM; and third place to Jay, 
KE6GLA. Appreciation goes to 
Maribelle, KZ6MOM, for making the 
certificates. 
 
Informal program for the evening - 
News  items were given.  Upcoming 
swap meets were announced.  Pacificon 
is in San Ramon October 17, 18 and 
19. Bob Brown gave an informative 
talk on sun spots, gathered in his role as 
an amateur astronomer. Michael, 
K6MLE, brought several boxes of back 
issues of magazines for anyone else to 
take home.  
 
The meeting was adjourned for refresh-
ments and for the evening raffle. 
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One rewarding aspect of shortwave 
listening is working on and using old 
equipment.  Surprisingly, decades old 
tube rigs (affectionately called hollow 
state) perform very well and can be 
fun.  As mentioned last month, the 
main shortwave receiver in my shack is 
a 1950s Hammarlund SP600.  A few 
years ago, Claude KO6RU, heard about 
my shortwave addiction and gave me 
this great rig.  I am grateful to Claude 
and have given the radio a good home 
(my apologies to Claude for not credit-
ing him last month).   
   
Most radios from the past require re-

work and restoration.  This one was in 
mint condition and basically an ‘out of 
the box’ rig.  What surprised me about 
the radio is the advanced state of its 
technology (this one is a mid-1950s Air 
Force addition).  As a Cold War history 
buff, I would love to know the human 
stories of this particular rig.  The radio 
tunes from the AM band to 6m (as la-
beled on the rig, .540 to 54 Megacy-

cles) in both 
CW and AM.  
It has selectiv-
ity selections 
of .2, .5, 1.3, 3, 
8, 13 Kilocy-
cles, and re-
markable sta-
bility for a tube 
rig.  After 
warming up for 
a few minutes, 
I do not need to 
adjust the dial 
after fixing a 
station.  For 
CW work, the narrow selectivity filters 
work well.  Other features include ca-
pability for fixed crystal installation, 
external VFO, automatic RF gain, and 
a variable beat oscillator.  This model 
was manufactured from 1951 to 1972 
and was considered an excellent re-
ceiver for its time.  The only thing this 
radio needed was a 600 Ohm speaker 
(hard to find, modern speakers are 8 
Ohm).  Ken K6KRD provided a 600 
Ohm load speaker for the rig allowing 
my shack to be filled with sound.  
 

Hollow state shortwave listeners love 
using this rig.  It has a great, solid feel, 
sorely lacking in modern products.  
And it is unstoppable; the radio weighs 
about 90 lbs.  I obtained a schematic of 
the radio and discovered that all of the 
20 tubes are easily and cheaply replace-
able.  Many older tube rigs do not have 
this ‘modern’ feature.  Also, surpris-
ingly, I have had problems with my 

modern rigs (as many 
on the repeater have 
heard over the years), 
but so far this radio has 
performed flawlessly.  

Do modern rigs have 
more features and  
s e n s i t i v -
ity?  Absolutely.  But, 
personally I feel that 
the ‘analog’ sound 
from a vacuum tube rig 
is warmer to the ear.  If 
I am trying to pull a 
very weak station, or 
need better filters I will 

switch to my modern Yaesu solid state 
transceiver, but with a the classic 
SP600, that is rarely necessary. As a 
shortwave listener, it is a pleasure pull-
ing in a far away broadcast station by 
the warm glow of vacuum tubes.  Plus, 
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THE BEAUTIFUL SUPER PRO RECEIVER 
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EDCARC Weekly Net  
  

Is held Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm   
 

AG6AU repeater   
 

147.825 
 

TCSS/PL tone of 82.5  
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Want an official El Dorado County Ama-
teur Radio Club badge with your Name/
Call on it?  See Donna, K6DLR at the 
next club meeting for details. 

7�+	#5	���	
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I have never seen Mike look as good as he looks on this fantastic QSL card!  But 
this is not about our own Mike, KN6XJ.   
 
This is about another club member, Maribelle, KZ6MOM.  Maribelle designed 
Mike’s QSL card and we have more of Maribelle’s designs to show you in upcom-
ing months.   
 
Per Maribelle: 
�
I would like to offer my services (free of charge) to any clubmember that would like 
a QSL card designed.  I am able to design the card to any specification by using 
any photographs, fonts, colors and lay-out.  The only thing I am unable to do is 
PRINT the actual cards.  Anyone interested should contact KZ6MOM @ 
maribelle_lara@yahoo.com or call 530.344.1060 (be ready for third party traffic). 
 
Smiles, 
Maribelle Lara Warzecha 
~~mom to Amelia&Natalia,4 and Andrew,3~~ 
www.qrz.com/KZ6MOM�
�
I am always looking for QSL cards for the Circuit.  Please email them to me or you 
can loan me your card and I will scan it and return it in perfect condition. 
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A few months ago I purchased a new 
work commute vehicle because the truck 
was costing too much to drive on a daily 
basis. Up until a few weeks ago I hadn’t 
had time to install a radio in the car so I 
was using a HT with a magnet mount 
antenna. Many of you have tried this 
before and know that it is a less than 
ideal mobile setup. So purchased a new 
2m radio for the car and started the in-
stallation process.  

If you have seen the inside of a compact 
car you know that there isn’t a lot of 
room to move around while working on 
the inside of the car, but I have found a 
new tool to help me out. She’s 4ft tall 
and weighs 70 lbs and likes to crawl 
around in small places.  
 
The pictures are of Natalie, she was my 
assistant on the latest radio installation, 
she helped with running all the wires in 
the car and holding parts in place, while I 
mounted the equipment. She said that she 
is available for hire: either $5 a job or a 
Baskin’s Robbins sundae. ���������	����	����	� 	

having the two fan shaped display and 
'dialing' in a station has a certain feel 
unmatched by modern gear.  The radio 
has been humming along for half a 
century, and with continued love and 
care, I will make it live for another 50 
years. 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Secretary Loretta Ozment N6NQH  lwozment@comcast.net 

Treasurer Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


