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Field day is here and it is time for you to come out to our site and see how you 
perform as an Amateur Radio operator in less than “ideal” conditions. On Field 
Day, you can lean how to operate using emergency power and simple antennas 
hung in trees. It is also a great opportunity to show your family and or friends 
several different aspects of your hobby. You will be able to compare phone, CW 
and data communications on many different bands. You can compare HF and 
VHF communications ranges and see how some radios compare under very 
crowed band conditions. So, my advice to you, is to come up to the Field Day 
site and spend a few hours having some fun with the rest of your club members.  
The more the merrier. 
 
Next month I’ll be traveling to Japan for my Navy Reserve duty. It doesn’t look 
like I’ll have a lot of time for Ham Radio, but if I do get an opportunity to oper-
ate in Japan I’ll let you know. I am also going to try and visit the technology 
district and I might even spend a few pennies or yen. 
 
Have a good month and if I don’t see you at Field Day I’ll catch up with you at 
the August meeting. 
73, 
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 Sacramento area hams and others can continue to shop at hfe electronics, in the 
same location as the defunct HSE Electronics at 4837 Amber Lane, near the in-
tersection of College Oak and Auburn Blvd. The new store does not intend to 
carry new ham radio gear, but does have a consignment area. A lot of the old 
inventory is gone, but they continue to offer capacitors, circuit boards, coils and 
inductors, connectors, fans, LEDs, power cords, power supplies, resistors, solder 
equipment, test clips, batteries, cables, computers, network accessories, network 
routers, printers, transformers and more. Check their website at http://
hfeelectronics.com/About%20Us.html . 
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June 28 - EDCARC April Club Meeting at Field Day 

June 28-29 - Field Day 

July 5 -  Livermore Swap, Robertson Park, Livermore  

July 11 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Libra ry 

July 12 -  Electronics Swap, De Anza College 

July 12-13 - IARU HF World Championship (internatio nal contest) 

July 17 - Western Placer ARC Meeting, 7PM, Lincoln  

July 19 - Ham Radio Testing Session - 9:45 AM (see page 2) 

July 26 - Joint Meeting of Motherload DX/CC and Nor thern Califor-

nia Contest Club - Stockton 

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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President Jay, KE6GLA, called the meet-
ing to order. Other board members pre-
sent were Mike, KN6XJ; Bill, W6LSW; 
Michal, WA6RZ; Merv, WA6LYE; and 
Loretta, N6NQH. Mike made a motion 
that the Minutes of the previous meeting 
be approved. The motion was seconded 
by Bill and passed. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given by Loretta 
in the absence of the Treasurer, showing 
a balance of $1016.89 and no outstanding 
bills. Three applicants for membership 
are ready for approval: Stephen Roberts, 
KI6QKK; David Brock, N6DCB; and 
Debra Foster, K6WFB. Loretta moved 
that the three applications be approved 
for membership. Bill seconded the mo-
tion, and it passed. 
 
Mike reminded everyone to be ready for 
the July 19 VHF FM Simplex contest, 
open for everyone but especially new 
Hams. Michal announced that the Ham 
Hat Rocket launch is September 22. 
 
Bill read a letter received from Dr. Harry 
Wolfe, W6NKT, who was a Ham in the 
Placerville area in the  late 1930s and 
early 1940s. He provided emergency 
communications for Placerville in 1938 
during a bad storm. In January 2009 he 
will celebrate his 100th birthday, and he 
is on the air every day. 
 
Michal moved that the meeting be ad-
journed. Mike seconded the motion, and 
it passed. Meeting adjourned. 
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The meeting was called to order by 
Michal, WA6RZ, in the absence of the 
President and Vice President. There were 
26 people present. Introductions were 
made, and recognition was given for up-
grades since the last meeting.  
 
Michal announced some of the contests 
coming up. The Ham Hat rocket launch 

will be on Monday, September 19.  
Ken Decker, W6IZU, spoke about the 
North Hills Hamfest, emphasizing that it 
was hot! 
Ken Vogele, W6KWV, reported that the 
last testing session was successful for 
two Extra Class, two General Class, and 
two Technician Class. The next testing 
will be July 19 in Placerville. 
 
Merv, WA6LYE, reported on the North 
Area Repeater Committee (NARC). (1) 
He said digital mode has repeaters in new 
areas. We must make use of our repeater 
so someone else won’t try to take it over 
for lack of use. (2) Riley Hollingsworth 
called the FCC about restrictions on 440, 
based on possible interference with Mili-
tary bases. There may be more accom-
modations possible. (3) He advised that 
we not call 411 on the repeater. 
 
Mike, KN6XJ, announced the July 19th 
FM Contest on simplex. 
Steve, W6MPD, has tickets for sale for 
the Raffle at the end of the meeting. 
The next meeting is at the Field Day site 
on Mormon Emigrant Trail, approxi-
mately 23 miles from Pollock Pines, on 
Saturday, June 28, at 5:00 PM. 
 
Bill, W6LSW, Field Day Coordinator, 
led the evening program on Field Day 
planning. Mike, KN6XJ, is the Field Day 
Deputy. Field Day starts at 11:00 AM 
Saturday, June 28, and continues to 
11:00 AM Sunday, June 29. Those want-
ing to go up early are welcome on Friday 
when antennas may be set up in advance 
of Field Day. 
 
George, WG6D, explained the Autopatch 
system which is up and running now. He 
had the Phone Activation List available 
for club members.  
 
�$�	 !������	 ������	 ���(�����	
�(�	
���/� ��9:�  
 
I know Field Day is the 27th thru the 
29th this month, but it also the weekend 
of the Western States Endurance Run.  
People run this 100 mile course from 
Tahoe to Auburn ! People come from all 
over the world to run this race.  They are 
amazing! 
 

I will be doing radio control on Sat. 
from 11am to 5pm. 
 
The freq is Auburn 145.430  and 2 m 
Bald 146.625  if anyone would like to 
listen in. 
 
For more info about the run you can go 
online under Western States Endurance 
Run. 

������	��
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Contesting / Tower Permits—Bob 
Hess W1RH 
Working DX— Michal Warzecha 
WA6RZ 
Soldering—Dave Cole KG6YBE 
VHF Contesting/Satellite—Jay Harmor 
KE6GLA 

 HAM RADIO  
LICENSING TEST 

July 19, 2008 
 

AT THE RADIO 
SHACK  

4615 MISSOURI 
FLAT RD STE #5 

 
IN THE DEPOT 

JUNCTION  
COMPLEX 

 
STARTING AT  

9:45 AM 
 

CONTACT 
KEN, W6KWV                  

AT 642-9523  
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Want an official El Dorado County Ama-
teur Radio Club badge with your Name/
Call on it?  See Donna, K6DLR at the 
next club meeting for details. 

$��� )	!1$.
)	����	$��	
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Harry is making the most of his piece of 
paradise on Pilot Hill.  He cooked up a 
deal with a local wireless internet provider.  
They provide the tower.  He provides the 
location.  They both get to put antennas on 
the tower.  In Harry’s case, a brand new 
Moseley TA-33JR three element tribander.  
That, along with Harry’s new Hy-Gain Hy-
Tower, gives W6HFM some serious RF 
artillery! 

Digging anchors - The wireless crew 

It all started here 

Anchor hole 

Antenna Rotor J-Box 

Wireless crew getting started 

Guy anchor 

Joel, KF6JII guiding beam up 

Ken, K6KRD, installing the beam 

Absolutely a beautiful site! 
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Annual membership dues are as 

follows: (Make checks payable to 
EDCARC) 
Regular  $15  

EDCARC Weekly Net  
 Is held Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm on 

the AG6AU repeater  147.825 
TCSS/PL tone of 82.5  

��(�� 	����	���  
 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 

on the AG6AU repeater. 

The caption for the black and white picture is as 
follows: 
 
It’s a short wave, but it travels far and comes 
in mighty handy in an emergency.  The 
“Harry” you have been hearing about on 
your radio short wave receiving band is 
Harry Wolf, of the El Dorado County High 
School facility, whose amateur short wave 
radio station, W6NKT, has been Placerville’s 
principal direct link with the outside world 
during the current storm.  The wind took 
half the station aerial away, but Mr. Wolf is 
still able to make himself heard and has a 50-
watt output for voice and 125-watt output 
for code.  Western Union messages and Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol reports have been 
keeping Mr. Wolf busy the past few days.  
He contacts the Highway Patrol station at 
Sacramento, and the Western Union at So-
noma, California, through amateur short 
wave station, W6LMD, owned by the West-
ern Union Manager at Sonoma.  Being an 
amateur radio operator, Mr. Wolf supplies 
this service solely without compensation as a 
community service and because of his inter-
est in radio.  Our photographer shows him 
sending a code message, for Captain E, A, 
Brewster, of the Highway Patrol.  

This letter, from Harry, W6NKT,  was sent to Bill and Loretta earlier this 
month.  Thanks, Loretta for sending it to the Circuit.  From the QRZ web-
site: 
 
1909 - Born in Paso Robles, California. 1922-Built my first radio. 1936-
Received my call, w6nkt, while in Arizona. WW2 taught navigation to 
navy V5 cadets in San Luis Obispo,Ca. Was Professor of Electronics En-
gineering at the two California Polytechnics for 31 years. In Africa for 
three years for Cal Poly. Retired in 1973. 1973 went to Hong Kong Poly-
technic for four years where I was VS6GF. Afterwards lived in Florida 
until 1994. 1994 returned to Morro Bay property that we have owned 
since 1946.  
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Anyone who has been to my place and 
used the garage/ham shack restroom 
facilities knows that I have a rather 
large stack of previously unread ham 
magazines.  Well, I was reading the 
June, 1997 (yes the date is correct - 
exactly 11 years ago from this month.) 
CQ magazine the other day and came 
across this in the DX column which 
should give hope to the DXers in our 
group that what goes around comes 
around.  Just add 11 years to all of the 
dates.  If you have not experienced a 
sunspot peak, you going to have a lot of 
fun on the bands in the next few years.  
Get those ten meter antennas up! 
 
 Sunspot Cycle 23 
The other hot topic among DXers eve-
rywhere, after changes in the DX coun-
tries list, is sunspots.  Lately, we have 
been talking about the lack of such 
spots.  That may be beginning to 
change (finally!).  In September 1996 
the Space Environment Center spon-
sored a conference about sunspot Cycle 
23, the next such cycle.  (The Space 
Environment Center is the Organiza-
tion that produces the WWV 
“numbers”.)  The consensus forecast 
was for a cycle similar to Cycle 22, the 
cycle that lasted from 1986 to 1996.  
The scientists predicted a 13-month 
smoothed sunspot peak of about 160, 
which compares nicely with the peak of 
158.5 for Cycle 22.  This would corre-
spond to a smoothed solar flux of just 
over 200.  The scientists felt that the 
chances of another monster cycle such 
as Cycle 19, which peaked at the 
smoothed sunspot number of 200 in the 
late 1950’s, is small.  However, with 
modern equipment and more bands, 
DXers probably will find DXing in 
Cycle 23 as good as that of Cycle 19’s 
peak. 
 
While the scientists were reasonably 
confident about the size of Cycle 23, 
they were less definite about the timing 
of the cycle.  Last September space 
weather scientists did not know when 
the solar minimum would occur.  Thus, 
they suggested that Cycle 23 would 
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This month’s card comes….from me!  These are my new cards.  I ordered them 
from Gennady, UX5UO.  1000 of these cards cost $74.00, delivered.  I was looking 
for printers that did photo cards and found a few on the Internet.  Gennady’s com-
pany, by far, offered the best price.  The cards are ordered via AI5U in North Caro-
lina using credit card or PayPal, so your money never leaves the country.  The ser-
vice was excellent.  I had a proof the next day, made a couple of corrections and 
that was followed, almost immediately, with another proof.  An extra touch, that I 
did not even request is the small black and white picture at the top left of the back 
side of the card.  This is a picture of me, operating from Grenada, that I have posted 
on the QRZ.com callbook site.  Gennady, on his own, found this picture and put it 
on the back of the card at no additional price. 
 
I am always looking for QSL cards for the Circuit.  Please email them to me or you 
can loan me your card and I will scan it and return it in perfect condition. 
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peak between January 1999 and June 
2001 with an average date of March  
 
2000.  Since that time, however, we 
have seen some positive signs that Cy-
cle 22 has indeed ended, and thus Cy-
cle 23 began.   The little solar “hiccup” 
at the end of 1996 has reversed the 
steady decline of the 13-month 
smoothed sunspot number and has sug-
gested that we are on our way to in-
creasing sunspot numbers again.  If this 
trend is confirmed, then Cycle 22 
ended in May 1996, perhaps during the 
Dayton Hamvention. 
 
Based on Cycle 23 beginning last May, 
the Space Environment Center now 
says that Cycle 23 will peak in the 
spring of the year 2000.  Even better, 
however, is the prediction of when we 
should be seeing significantly im-
proved band conditions due to in-
creased solar flux.  That prediction says 
that the smoothed solar flux should 
exceed 100 by July!  At that level, we 
should see good openings on the all 
bands, including 10 meters, by this 
fall’s DX season. 
 
The prediction is for solar flux to to 
continue to rise for the next 2 1/2 years, 
exceeding 150 by next summer and 
reaching 200 by late 1999.  This means 
DXing should be good or better from 
this fall all the way to the end of the 
year 2003.  Great days lie ahead for the 
ever-patient DXer!  
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As noted in the Mt. Democrat, it was 
reported that Wilfred “Bill” Smith, Jr. 
passed away. Bill, KD6RZK , was one 
of my Assistant Ham Coordinators in 
the VIP program 10 years ago. He was 
active with APRS (Automatic Position 
Reporting System) way back when it 
was one the newest technologies avail-
able. Bill was a retired Electrician and 
a former Fire Chief of the Mosquito 
V.F.D. One of his sons, Steve, 
KE6LIN, is a member of the Club and 
lives in Diamond Springs with his wife, 
Sherie. Bill was a quiet, soft spoken 
type of person. I often described him as 

a “Whispering Smith,” from the title of 
a really old Western Movie from my 
early childhood. 
 
The second passing to report is noted in 
the Sacramento Bee, June 17th,  for E. 
Gail King , a long time family Doctor. 
As a member of our Club, “Doc”, as 
we called him, was K6AJA . The article 
describes in detail much of the medical 
education and details about his work as 
a Doctor. But, we never really knew 
about the great medical things he ac-
complished over most of his life. He 
was an interesting person to know and 
was fairly active with his Amateur Ra-
dio hobby during his retirement years. 
He and his wife Nita, KB6ACH, were 
members during the years they lived in 
the area. Several years ago, they moved 
to a Masonic Home in Union City, CA. 
As recent as a few months ago, Doc 
was visiting in the area and gave his 
call sign on our repeater. I recognized 
his voice and answered by saying “I 
recognize that voice.” He immediately 
came back with my name and call sign. 
A few others in the area that knew him 
also got on the air and talked with him.  
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Well, I just had to mention the trip that 
Karen and I went on a couple of weeks 
ago.   

 
I was asked to be a 
guest speaker at the 
75th anniversary din-
ner banquet for the 
Framingham Amateur 
Radio Association 
(FARA), where I was 
president for three 
years.  Karen and I 

decided to combine the speaking en-
gagement with a visit with my son, 
Robert, N1UVA, who lives in Bristol, 
CT, the home of ESPN, which is where 
he works. 
 
The FARA banquet was a well organ-
ized night of fun with old friends.  The 
ARRL New England Division director, 
also gave a talk and made a presenta-

tion of a plaque and several door 
prizes. 
 
Now comes the good part.  Besides 
seeing many good friends that Karen 
and I had not seen in several years,  I  
WON THE GRAND PRIZE!!  No, it 
was not a new transceiver or an an-
tenna.  It was a 20 inch flatscreen 
HDTV!  Since most of you know I 
work in television, as do most of the 
FARA members, that got a lot of 
laughs from the audience! 

Past Presidents in attendance 

Me at the podium 

The grand prize winner! 

My friends from FARA 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Secretary Loretta Ozment N6NQH  lwozment@comcast.net 

Treasurer Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Dave Cole KG6YBE  dave_cole@att.net 

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


