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Ever hear of the Western In-
tertie Network?  How about 
the WIN System?  Want to 
hear all about it?  Harry, 
W6HFM, will tell us all 
about it at this Thursday’s 
meeting 

��������������������
 
Happy New Year and Happy Solar Cycle 24! Well, almost.  It is 2008 
and our new calendar year has started and some sunspots from the new 
solar cycle have been spotted. The experts won’t declare an official 
beginning to the new cycle until there are more sunspots from the new 
cycle on the disk than the old cycle.  
 
The new calendar year started off with a fairly powerful storm. The 
KE6GLA QTH didn’t suffer any damage, a few tree limbs were 
knocked down but all the antennas stayed up and we never lost power.  
I hope all of you made it through the storm ok and that you have power 
again. 
 
January is a busy month for the club, with making plans for the year 
and starting our membership renewal process.  Some of the activities 
we have discussed or are in the works are: rocket launch telemetry pro-
ject, fox-hunt, some type of dxpedition, club project to build some-
thing, and another club contest. In addition to these activities the board 
would love to hear your ideas. In addition to the club meetings I would 
love to have a club activity every month such as a field trip or partici-
pation in a contest or some type of amateur radio experiment, so I’m 
waiting to hear your ideas. 
 
I hope your New Year is off to a great start and I look forward to seeing 
all of you at the January meeting.  
 

73, ��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
   

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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I can always 
count on former 
El Dorado club 
member, Ross, 
VE4CW, for ma-
terial for the Cir-
cuit newsletter.  
This time, Ross 
wants you all to 
see the latest in 
miniature hard 
disk drives!  If 
you can’t read the 
text, it says that 
this is a 5MB 
hard drive devel-
oped by IBM, 
circa 1956, for 
the 305 Ramac 
computer. 
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The Board meeting was called to order 
by President Jay, KE6GLA, at 6:35 PM. 
He thanked all board members for their 
service to the club this last year. Others 
present at the meeting were Michal - 
WA6RZ, Bill - W6LSW, Merv - WA-
LYE, Mike - KN6XJ, Don - KG6YST, 
Kaayla - KA6YLA, Donna - K6DLR, 
and Loretta - N6NQH. 
 
Minutes - Merv moved that the minutes 
of the last meeting be approved. Don 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Dinner is on Saturday, November 17, 6-9 
PM, part pot luck with main dish catered. 
There are 28 confirmed meals so far. 
 
Elections will be held tonight at the Gen-
eral meeting with volunteers needed for 
officers and board positions. Installation 
of officers will take place Saturday at the 
dinner. 
 
The DX Contest is closed with Donna 
ready to announce the winner Saturday at 
the dinner. 
 
Our January meeting is scheduled for 
January 24, 2008. There is no December 
club meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer, Don, 
gave the Treasury balance as $1,314.89 
with the following bills due: 1) Federated 
church for our dinner rental, $135.00, 2) 
Door prizes for dinner meeting, $469.52, 
and 3) Texas West Bar-B-Que for dinner. 
 
Michal announced a meeting for commit-
tee on Ham Hat project Saturday, De-
cember 1, at 9:00 AM at Carrows in 
Placerville to plan for the Black Rock 
launch next year. 
 
New Business: Don announced an ARRL 
Cabinet meeting on December 1 at 9:30 
AM. 
 
As there was no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned 
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The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Jay, KE6GLA at 7:23 PM, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. All present 
introduced themselves by name, callsign 
and home location. Eve and AJ were 
applauded as new hams. 
 
Treasury has a balance of $1,314.89 with 
outstanding bills for church for our din-
ner and for door prizes for the dinner. 
Any one who still needs to pay for din-
ner, pay Treasurer Don, KG6YST. 
 
ARES - Don may call a meeting in Janu-
ary to get ideas. He talked to the South 
Lake Tahoe Coordinator about ARES. 
Frank announced that the official section 
emergency station plans to start up again, 
on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 
7:30 or 8:00 PM. HF Frequency 3987. 
 
VIP - Jerry, K6GER, said we are still 
waiting for appointment of a VIP coordi-
nator. 
 
Newsletter - Bob, W1RH, thanked all 
contributors to the newsletter. 
 
Ham Hat - Michal, WA6RZ, announced 
a meeting Saturday, December 1, 9:00 
AM at Carrows in Placerville. Ham Hat 
is the rocket project for designing a te-
lemetry package for rocket launch next 
year at Black Rock All interested are 
invited to attend. 
 
Holiday dinner is this Saturday, Novem-
ber 17, from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. Ham, tur-
key and potato salad is provided for 
$12.00 a person. Volunteers may bring 
dessert, green salad or snacks. 
 
Members were asked to volunteer for 
four offices and five board positions, 
resulting in the following slate for elec-
tions: 
 
President - Jay Harmor, KE6GLA 
 
Vice President - Don Brooks, KG6YST 
 
Secretary - Loretta Ozment.N6NQH 
 
Treasurer - Donna Ranger,K6DLR 

1 Board member - Merv de 
Haas,WA6LYE 
 
2 Board member - Bill Ozment, W6LSW 
 
3 Board member - Michal Warzecha, 
WA6RZ 
 
4 Board member - Mike Csicsery, 
KN6XJ 
 
5 Board member - Dave Cole, KG6YBE 
 
Frank moved that the nominations be 
closed. Seconded by Merv. Michael 
Picco, K6MLE, moved that a unanimous 
ballot be cast for the slate of officers. All 
were in favor. 
 
Testing - Ken, W6KWV, reminded all of 
Ham upgrade testing on Saturday, No-
vember 17 at 8:45 AM at the Placerville 
Radio Shack on Placerville Drive. Next 
one is January 19, 2008. 
 
Several members shared their recent con-
test participation and other ham activi-
ties. Floyd, KD6MYQ, told of being on 
the fire line in the Southern California 
fires. 100 mile an hour winds caused fast 
moving fires and chaotic conditions. 
Hours were long but people were very 
appreciative. 
 
As there was no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
��+�,#������� ������$������#�
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In August of 2007, I applied for my Cali-
fornia amateur radio license plate using 
my upgraded callsign as many of you 
have. The process isn't very complex, 
just long -- about 10 weeks in this case. I 
noticed on the temporary registration, my 
call letters were separated by spaces thus:  
 
KG6 S 
 
I wasn't sure if the plate would be issued 
that way so I waited. Upon receipt, it 
certainly had the spaces. In contacting 
the "Special Plates Unit" at 916-657-
8035 I was told that I needed to go to my 
local DMV branch and get the plates 
corrected. I went to Placerville and talked 
to Lisa Bell, administrative manager who 
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said she would work on getting the 
plates corrected. A week later she 
called and confessed she could not get 
the plates fixed since they were now 
required to put spaces in amateur radio 
plates. She was sorry, but had to return 
the plates to me as-is. I tried one more 
call to the special plates unit and was 
told that it was now the law that these 
plates had to be broken up by spacing. 
In fact, the law clearly states otherwise 
in Section 5005 of the California Vehi-
cle Code (all emphasis here is mine): 
 
5005. (a) Any person holding an unex-
pired amateur radio station license 
issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission may, after the require-
ments for the registration of the motor 
vehicle have been complied with, also 
apply directly to the department for 
special license plates, and the depart-
ment may issue special plates in lieu of 
the regular license plates. The special 
license plates shall be affixed to the 
motor vehicle for which registration is 
sought and, in lieu of the numbers oth-
erwise prescribed by law, shall display 
the official amateur radio station call 
letters of the applicant as assigned by 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. The applicant shall, by satisfac-
tory proof, show that he or she is the 
holder of an unexpired license.  
 
There is in fact no law stating that 
spaces must be placed in the amateur 
callsign plate. I asked them why the 
difference between amateur radio and 
plates and personalized plates? There 
was no answer. This is clearly discrimi-
natory to the amateur radio community 
in California. Is it meant to disenfran-
chise the amateur community? It's cer-
tainly not recognizing the public and 
civic importance of amateurs in public 
service like ARES, RACES, and clubs 
contributing to public safety, welfare 
and security.  
 
Next I contacted the ARRL Field and 
Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Sko-
laut, KØBOG, and the local ARRL 
Section Manager Ron Murdoc W6KJ. 
They were sympathetic but said this is 
outside of the purview of the ARRL 
charter. So I did two other things. First, 

I contacted my state senator Dave Cox, 
and I sent a letter explaining the saga to 
the DMV Director and also pointing out 
the points described above. Here is the 
response letter from George Valverde, 
director of the California DMV: 
 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI-
CLES 
P.O. B0X 932328 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94232-3280 
 
December 21, 2007 
Mr. John Arndt 
1981 Sweet Valley Road 
El Dorado Hills, California 95762 
 
Dear Mr. Arndt: 
 
Senator Dave Cox has asked me to re-
spond to your letter dated December 4, 
2007, regarding the spacing of your 
Amateur Radio call letters on your li-
cense plate. 
 
Your letter stated when you ordered and 
received your Amateur Radio license 
plates, you noticed the call letters were 
separated by two spaces. You then con-
tacted our Department to explain your 
concerns on how the spacing of the li-
cense plate is incorrect with respect to 
your call letters, and were informed the 
call letters had to be formatted in this 
way. 
 
It was necessary for our Department to 
program spaces within the configuration 
of the radio call letters in order to differ-
entiate between Amateur Radio license 
plates and other series license plates. 
Unlike other states, California does not 
distinguish the Amateur Radio license 
plate with a symbol or wording indicat-
ing the plate is an Amateur Radio plate. 
Therefore, when an Amateur Radio li-
cense plate is ordered, our system auto-
matically configures spaces on the li-
cense plate. The Department is required 
by law to issue Amateur Radio license 
plates with your specific call letters; 
however, spacing is not addressed in 
statute and the Department can exercise 
its administrative authority in this regard. 
 
The Department regrets that it is unable 
to process your request to remove the 

spaces between the radio call 1etters on 
your license plate If you have any addi-
tional questions regarding this matter, 
please contact Rose Smith, of my staff, 
at (916) 657-8013. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GEORGE VALVERDE 
 
cc: Senator Dave Cox 
Dennis Clear, Assistant Director of 
Legislation 
 
It's obvious that the DMV does not 
abide by the California Vehicle Code. 
If it were me or you, we would be tick-
eted, arrested and found to be in viola-
tion of any of the vehicle codes. Since 
the offender is a bureaucracy, there is 
no penalty nor enforcement available 
short of filing suit against the state of 
California (I'm getting to this later).  
 
Why is this important? As an amateur 
in California if you need replacement 
plates or new callsign plates, they will 
be wrong like mine are, and they will 
not correctly display your callsign. If 
you are in public service organizations, 
most of them will recognize the call-
sign on the plate as a service vehicle 
and accord the vehicle and its occu-
pants special parking, passes, and 
status. Having responded to civil emer-
gencies with my vehicle and callsign 
plate and antennas -- these were indica-
tors to the authorities that I was there to 
help and be part of the solution.  
 
What can you do? I need you to help 
me form a grass-roots effort to do one 
of several things: 
 
1) Contact your state senator and the 

governor letting them know you 
would like California amateur 
plates to be clearly marked as 
such, just like other states that 
have a higher regard for our public 
service.  

 
2) Contact the Director of the DMV 
George Valverde requesting the DMV 
abide by the vehicle code at the follow-
ing snail mail address:  
 

-��
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(Continued on Page 4) 
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George Valverde 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI-
CLES 
P.O. B0X 932328 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94232-3280 
 
He's not a bad guy -- and he's done a 
good job "streamlining the DMV". Be 
nice and polite.  
 
3) Let me know if you are interested in 
pursuing a class action lawsuit against 
the state of California with me. I need a 
lawyer kind enough to help (pro bono) 
move this forward to resolution. 
 
4) Tell others in your club and fellow 
amateurs you know about this web site 
and the importance of getting this issue 
resolved with the California DMV. 
Please refer them to this web site as I 
will update it when further actions oc-
cur. 
 
You can contact me at: 
 
kg6sdmv@calsage.com. 
 
Or access current information at the 
website: http://www.kg6s.calsage.com 
 
There is another web site for additional 
information at: 
 
http://nospacehamplates.blogspot.com/ 
 
Thanks for your help. I know that my 
fellow amateurs can make a difference.  
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Gather 'round the campfire, boys and 
girls... A few months back, I posted a 
note on the Society of Midwest Con-
testers reflector asking if anybody 
knew the whereabouts of our dear old 
friend Romeo Stepanenko, 3W3RR. As 
many will recall, Romeo had a habit in 
the late 1980's and early 1990's of pop-
ping up with his gear from some of the 
rarest countries in the world of ham 
radio, make tens of thousands of con-
tacts, and then getting us armchair 
DX'ers to flood him with requests for 
QSL cards (which included "green 
stamps") that often came very late or 
not at all. There was also that minor 
issue of him not being able to provide 
the DXCC administrators with the 
proper documentation from some of his 
adventures, proving he was indeed 
where he said he was. In the parlance 
of DX'ing, Romeo was the ultimate 
Slim, a pirate.  
 
I'm a musician, and I figured if ever 

there was somebody that was worthy of 
a scurvy-dog, sea-shanty kind of song, 
ol' Romeo was that person. There were 
rumors he was a shady character, who 
showed up at the Dayton Hamvention 

in 1999, years after being expelled 
from DXCC, and then disappeared 
from the face of the Earth. He is the 
sort that is perfect for song and story. I 
needed factual material for the tune, so 
I started to do my homework. The note 
to the SMC reflector was the beginning 
of that homework.  
 
I didn't get much response other than a 
couple of notes that said, "Yeah, what-
ever happened to that guy?" So, in July 
2005, I posted a note on Eham.com in 
their DX forum, entitled "Wherefore 
Art Thou, Romeo?" Again, no info. So, 
I started searching on Google. I found 
an article online about ham radio in 
Afghanistan that mentioned him in 
passing, and a site that had several of 
Romeo's QSL's (including WX9X's 
fake P5/R0MEO card he handed out at 
Dayton one year). I printed the articles 
and stuck them in my notebook I keep 
for writing lyrics, where they have sat 
for a while, collecting dust. I forgot 

about it and moved on to other projects.  
 
On the evening of October 19, 2005, I 
received a phone call from an inspector 
with the U.S Postal Service based in St. 
Louis. He said he needed to meet with 
me concerning an investigation of 
"...one of my associates." I obviously 
made myself available at his earliest 
convenience, which was the next day's 
lunch hour. I ran over to my friend 
Matt, NM9H's place. Was he trading 
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endangered animals over the Internet? 
Circumnavigating customs laws by 
importing fresh fruit from Venezuela? 
Ripping tags off of mattresses and 
mailing them to Botswana? He assured 
me he was doing nothing of the sort, as 
he was "...an old man with a house full 
of kids, with neither the time nor en-
ergy to be surreptitious." A night of 
fitful sleep ensued.  
 
We jazz and folk 
musicians have a 
sordid history in 
America, often 
lumped together 
with other unsa-
vories like gang-
sters, communists, 
and bootleggers. 
Which of my com-
padres had war-
ranted constabula-
tory intervention, 
and how did the 
Postal Service get 
involved? Besides, 
my youthful indiscretions are long 
over, as I have nothing to be discreet 
about any longer and I'm closer to mid-
dle-aged than youthful. In short, like 
my friend NM9H, I'm boring and get-
ting old.  

 
The Inspector came to my place today 
(20 October 2005), and after some pleas-
antries, asked if the name Roman Vega 
meant anything to me; I truthfully an-
swered no. He then asked if I was a ham 
operator, to which I said yes. He then 
asked if the name Romeo Stepanenko 
meant anything to me, and I nodded un-
certainly. The Inspector then produced a 
printout of my Romeo inquiry on 
Eham.com. He said he was following up 

on an investigation from the US Depart-
ment of Justice in San Francisco con-
cerning our beloved Romeo, and he 
wanted to know why I was asking about 
him in a public forum. I gave him a 
Reader's Digest version of ham radio, 
DX'ing, and an overview of the DXCC 

program. I explained how Romeo pre-
tended to operate from various excep-
tionally rare places, duped tens of thou-
sands of us into sending him SASE's 
with green stamps included, and was 
then caught and expelled from the 
DXCC program for these fraudulent 
ham activities. I explained why this 
caused such a scandal to a program that 
has had an exceedingly high level of 
ethics and scrutiny associated with it 
over the years. He was quite interested 

in people sending 
dollars along with 
QSL requests. I 
explained it was 
customary to help 
pay for the QSL 
you're going to 
receive, especially 
when dealing with 
an operation from a 
place as rare as 
Myanmar or North 
Korea.  
 
I then had to ex-
plain to him why 
I'd want to write a 

song about such an unsavory character. 
As I explained, every hobby or pastime 
has some level of folklore or legend 
attached to it, and Romeo is one of the 
most infamous characters in the history 
of DX'ing. In baseball, people wrote 
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Michal, WA6RZ, is real proud of this card.  He worked 
Mohammad, V8AQM, on December 22, 2007 (yes, 2007—that is 
not a typo—Michal is SERIOUS about QSL’ing quick, unlike the 
author.), on 20 meter phone. 
 
Brunei, is generally one of the 100 most wanted DXCC entities 
every year.   The prefix, prior to independence, was VS4. 
 
The Sultanate of Brunei's influence peaked between the 15th and 
17th centuries when its control extended over coastal areas of 
northwest Borneo and the southern Philippines. Brunei subse-
quently entered a period of decline brought on by internal strife 

over royal succession, colonial expansion of European powers, and piracy. In 1888, Brunei became a British protectorate; inde-
pendence was achieved in 1984. The same family has ruled Brunei for over six centuries. Brunei benefits from extensive petro-
leum and natural gas fields, the source of one of the highest per capita GDPs in Asia. 
 
The Circuit needs your cards!  We’re running short and your editor does not want only his cards in the newsletter!  Consider 
sending me your card and a story to go along with it. 
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January 24 - EDCARC January Club Meeting 
January 26 - HamHAT Meeting—Carrows—Contact WA6RZ f or info 
January 26—Mother Load DX/Contest Club —11:30 AM, Mountain  
          Mikes, Martel  
February 5—River City ARCS meeting - 7:30 PM 
February 8—Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Libr ary 
February 9 - Tahoe ARA General Meeting - 11 AM Zeph yr Cove Library   
February 7 - Amador ARC Meeting - 7:30 PM—Jackson S enior Center  
February 19– North Hills ARC—7:30 PM 

EDCARC Weekly Net  
 Is held Tuesday evenings at 

8:00pm on the AG6AU repeater  
147.825 

CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5 �

�#$��3���������  
 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 

songs about Jackie Robinson and Joltin' 
Joe. Bob Dylan wrote about Emmett 
Till. Heck, Frank Zappa wrote about a 
wacko dubbed by the press as The Illi-
nois Enema Bandit. Numerous ballads 
have been written about pirates, odd-
balls, do-gooders and ne'er-dowells in 
all cultures all around the globe. Ham 
Radio DX'ing may be a small culture in 
the grand scheme of things, but it is a 
culture nonetheless. It stands to reason 
that, just like any other culture, the 
heroes are glorified and the villains are 
reviled. To me, writing a song about 
Romeo seemed logical and fun. After 
an hour of questioning by the Inspector 
(nice guy, by the way), he said it was 
quite obvious I wasn't involved in any 
of Romeo's current shenanigans, and 
proceeded to tell me The Story: Roman 
Vega, aka Romeo Stepanenko, was 
arrested and extradited from Cyprus to 
the United States in March of 2004, 
and has been charged with 40 counts of 
wire fraud and trafficking in stolen 
credit card numbers. He is alleged to 
have done this in online chat rooms. 
The Inspector I spoke with indicated 
that he allegedly bilked over $3 million 
out of this scheme. Romeo has pleaded 
not guilty to all charges. He has been 
held in northern California, as he is 
considered a flight risk. His trial is 
scheduled to begin in San Francisco on 
Monday, November 28. Here is a link 
to the US Department Of Justice press 
release: http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/
can/press/html/2004_06_04_vega. html 
Here is a link to the actual indictment 
filed in Federal Court: http://
www.usdoj.gov/usao/can/press/assets/ 
applets/2004_06_04_Vega_in d.pdf As 
Paul Harvey would say, "Now you 
know the rest of the story."  
 
The Inspector never informed me that I 
was not allowed to discuss this, so I'm 
posting it here for all to see. He indi-
cated the case against Romeo looked 
quite good indeed, and that they were 
following up on all leads they had con-
cerning him. I was "lucky" enough to 
have been considered a Person Of In-
terest; I got to see a copy of my Federal 
subpoena, where I was "commanded" 
to appear in Federal court on Novem-
ber 28 at 8:30AM. The Inspector indi-
cated this would probably not be 
needed. He did mention that San Fran-
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Harry, W6HFM, will tell us all about 
the WIN System on Thursday.  For 
more, see: 
 
http://www.winsystem.org/ 

cisco is quite nice this time of year, 
though, and it was almost a pity I 
wouldn't get to take the Government up 
on their free "vacation." I gave him one 
of those nervous smiles and waited for 
him to move on. He left me his card, 
said he'd file his report, and told me I'd 
probably never hear from him again. 
He did give me the case number 
(Northern District Of California CR04-
0101 CRD), since it's a matter of public 
record.  
 
The fact that I was sitting on the edge 
of my seat as he was telling me this, 
slack-jawed and with my eyes as wide 
as saucers, might have had something 
to do with him giving me the info as 
well. How did I get associated with 
Romeo? I'm just a ham operator who 
had one QSO with him when he was in 
Vietnam (still my only 3W QSO), spent 
probably hundreds of hours listening 
for him from his other far-flung locales, 
but never worked him anywhere other 
than 3W. I just happened to ask the 
right question at the wrong time. It cer-
tainly is interesting what bites some-
times when you go fishing, eh?  
 
I'm finally recording my solo CD now. 
I'll be sure to let everybody know when 
it's done. I could use a lead player, 
though; maybe I should give WB6ACU 
a call... 
 
[Thanks to www.oz.net/~hamradio/
qsls/romeo/  for the QSL pictures] 
 
������ ! 
 
The next HAMHAT meeting will be 
held at Carrows Restaurant, in Placer-
ville, on Saturday, Jaunary 26, at 9:00 
AM.  The meeting, regarding the ama-
teur rocket project, is open to all. 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Kaayla Jaret KI6EAE  kaaylajaret@hotmail.com 

Secretary Loretta Ozment N6NQH  lwozment@comcast.net 

Treasurer Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net  

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
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