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Michal, WA6RZ, is providing 
the DVD of the Scarborough 
Reef Dxpedition.  This is a 
must see!  Not one to miss. 
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Well, we are almost done with winter, but for the past couple of weeks it has felt 
like spring already. As I’m writing this article and looking out the window I can 
see some flower buds on the trees and the grass is starting to grow again. Then I 
look at the computer and I can see that our nice high pressure ridge is starting to 
move and a few more storms will be moving on through. So, it looks like winter 
isn’t quite through with us yet. 
 
If you been to any of the last few club meetings you might have noticed that we 
have a lot of new club members and new hams. It’s great to see that our hobby is 
still attracting new people. So, during the meetings I’m going to ask for the pa-
tience of the old timers. During the meetings I may stop a discussion and have 
someone explain a term such as “ARES” or “cross band” so that everyone un-
derstands what we are talking about.  I know many of you are experts and know 
these terms, however, a lot of the new people haven’t had the years to gain your 
experience.  We need to share our knowledge with them and give them some 
time and then they will become experts too. 
 
Along those same lines the board decided to add a listing of club Elmer’s to the 
club contact web page. An Elmer is a person with knowledge and experience 
regarding a specific topic and is willing to share that knowledge with others. So 
on our club’s contact page,  
 
 http://www.edcarc.net/html/club_contact_information.html   
 
you will find a list of the club members who have volunteered to be Elmers for 
the club. Feel free to contact one of them if you have a question or need help 
with one of their subject areas. Also, if you would like to be an Elmer, let me 
know and I will add you to the list. 
 
At our club meeting this month we will be seeing a video of a recent DX expedi-
tion presented by Michal, WA6RZ. Also, if you haven’t renewed your member-
ship, bring a check and the completed renewal form to the meeting so we can get 
the club roster up to date. 
 
73 and hope to see all of you at the meeting.  
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Contesting / Tower Permits—Bob Hess W1RH 
 
Working DX— Michal Warzecha WA6RZ 
 
Soldering—Dave Cole KG6YBE 
 
VHF Contesting / Satellite—Jay Harmor KE6GLA 
 

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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The Board meeting was called to order 
by President Jay, KE6GLA, at 6:40 PM, 
and he welcomed all the new and return-
ing officers and board members. Those 
attending were Don, KG6YST; Michal, 
WA6RZ; Dave, KG6YBE; Michael, 
KN6XJ; Donna, K6DLR; Loretta, 
N6NQH; and Bill, W6LSW. Don moved 
that the minutes of the previous meeting 
be approved. The motion was seconded 
by Donna and passed. 
 
Old Business: Our holiday pot luck in 
November went well with an abundance 
of food, relaxed family atmosphere and 
good central location. We may have the 
same kind of dinner next year. 
 
Program ideas: Vice President, Don, 
asked for program ideas. Suggested were 
a movie of a DXpedition, program on the 
Repeater, Search and Rescue activities, 
Home Security and Safety, VHF propa-
gation, Field Day program, and a Ham 
building project. 
 
Treasury balance is $599.39. Treasurer 
records were all turned over to our new 
Treasurer, Donna. The Secretary needs to 
be added to the bank signature card. Two 
membership checks have been received 
for deposit. There is one bill of $20 to be 
paid to the State of California. Loretta 
moved that the bill be paid. The motion 
was seconded by Dave and passed. 
Donna requested new membership forms 
be filled out by everyone so that an up-
dated roster of membership can be com-
piled. 
 
Ham Hat update: Michal announced the 
next meeting is this Saturday, January 
26, at 9:00 AM at Carrows in Placerville. 
 
Plans for Fox Hunt will be delayed until 
there is better weather. 
 
Bill noted an error in our club informa-
tion in World Radio publication, the day 
of the meeting is incorrect. Don will see 
about getting the correction made. 
 
New Business: 

Bill recommended  that a list of Elmers 
be available to new hams. Jay asked that 
volunteers for being an Elmer should 
indicate area of interest and let him know 
so that a list can be posted on our club 
web site. 
Jay reported he had received several calls 
from people interested in attending the 
club or asking about testing. Raffle sup-
plies did not arrive, so there will be no 
raffle tonight. 
 
Donna moved that the meeting be closed. 
The motion was seconded by Don, 
passed, and the meeting was closed at 
7:04 PM.  
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The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Jay, KE6GLA, at 7:20 PM with 28 
people in attendance. Jay announced 
there would be no raffle tonight. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was followed by 
each person giving name, call sign and 
location. Congratulations are in order for 
Donna, K6DLR, in her upgrade to Extra 
Class. Four new people here tonight are 
Eve Scontrino, WI6NAL; A J Scontrino, 
WI6NAK; Bill Mott, KI6MLM; and Har-
old Cobbs, KI6NIF. 
 
Membership: It is time for membership 
renewals. Application forms are re-
quested from everyone to update our 
membership roster. 
 
Treasury balance is $599.39. Two bills 
are outstanding, one to the State of Cali-
fornia and one for rent of our meeting 
place. Dave, KG6YBE, moved to ap-
prove $125 rent payment to the church 
for our meeting place. The motion was 
seconded by Mike, KN6XJ, and passed.  
 
ARES: Don, KG6YST, announced the 
Section Net at 7:30 PM on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month had 22 check-
ins. Local ARES net is on Monday Night 
at 8:00 PM. March 8 there will be an all 
day ARES training in Marysville. Our 
new Section manager may visit our club. 
Pony Express Run in June will be in need 
of Hams. 
 

VIP: Jerry, K6GER, indicated that Toby 
may be returning as our VIP Coordinator. 
 
Other club activities: Michal, WA6RZ, 
said the Ham Hat Rocketry project group 
meeting is Saturday, January 26, 9:00 
AM at Placerville Carrows Restaurant. 
Culmination of the project will be the 
first week of August. A preliminary trip 
will be made to the Black Rock test site 
in June. 
 
Elmers to help new Hams: Let Jay know 
if anyone is willing to volunteer and the 
area of interest so he can put a list on the 
club web site. The web site is 
 
 www.EDCARC.net.   
 
440 repeaters: More 440 repeaters had to 
reduce power to avoid interference to 
Beale Air Force Base’s military needs. 
Our backup is a 440 repeater, so we may 
have to find an alternate for backup. 
 
License Exams: Ken reported that 5 peo-
ple were tested. The next scheduled test 
date is March 15. 
  
Tonight’s program was presented by 
Harry, W6HFM, on the WIN System 
(Western Intertie Network). He gave 
background for how it came to include 
our area, the basics of how it works and 
explained the difficulties caused today by 
the required reduction of power of 440 
repeaters. Internet Radio Linking Project 
allows linking to systems all over the 
world. 
 
At the close of the evening’s program the 
meeting was adjourned for refreshments.  
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The California Department of Motor 
Vehicles issued a memo today reversing 
their earlier position that all ham plates 
will have a space after the number in the 
callsign. We finally won! 
 
Hugh, AE6YC went to the Thousand 
Oaks DMV office Jan 18 armed with 
photos of callsign plates on vehicles 
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taken at January's Conejo Valley Ama-
teur Radio Club meeting. None of the 
plates had a space in the callsign. Hugh 
asked that his plate be issued the same 
way. The supervisor at the DMV 
looked up each plate on her computer 
and found that the Department showed 
a space on each one after the 6, even 
though the actual plates did not have a 
space. Hugh said, "She then filled out 
all the forms for my replacement plates 
without the SPACE, and had me sign 
them." She submitted the information 
obtained from Hugh and her request to 
issue AE6YC "no space" plates to her 
supervisor in Sacramento. That local 
DMV supervisor called AE6YC today 
and said that an official inter-
department memo had been issued to-
day from Sacramento. It finally re-
solves the "space" issue for call plates 
in our favor.  
 
Immediately after I received Hugh's e-
mail, I contacted the DMV and at-
tempted to obtain a copy of the internal 
memo. They would not release it to me, 
however did let me see it at a local of-
fice. The unsigned memo from the 
DMV's Communications Programs 
Division contains some technical pro-
cedures for handling amateur radio 
plate applications and specifically steps 
for re-issuing plates to amateurs who 
have current plates with spaces.  
 
Employees at the DMV local offices 
will receive training on this change in 
policy beginning tomorrow Feb 6, 
2008. The memo says:_The new "no 
space" plates are to be issued and all 
fee's will be waived to amateurs who 
request them.  You will be allowed to 
keep your current plates until your new 
ones arrive, then you must "properly 
destroy" them. New plate requests for 
amateur radio operators who do not 
currently have callsign plates will still 
be required to pay the normal $21 spe-
cial plate fee and follow steps 1 and 3 
below.  Here is how you request your 
"no space" callsign replacement plates:   
 
You will need two forms that may be 
downloaded or obtained at your local 
DMV.   
 

1. REG 17A, SPECIAL LICENSE 
PLATE APPLICATION 
 
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/forms/reg/reg17a
.pdf 
 
2. REG 256, STATEMENT OF FACTS  
 
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/forms/reg/reg256
.pdf 
 
3. A copy of your amateur radio license 
is required and must accompany your 
application. 
 
4. REG 17A, Front side, part 2, TYPE 
OF PLATE ORDER. Add your name 
etc., check off the type of vehicle and fill 
in your amateur radio callsign in the area 
provided. On the back side, part 4, RE-
PLACEMENT ONLY, check off "Two 
Plates. Then sign, date and add your 
phone. Attach a COPY of your amateur 
radio license 
 
5. REG 256, Front side, Add license 
plate, VIN and year/make in the blanks. 
Back side, Add license plate, VIN and 
year/make in the blanks.  Part G, 
STATEMENT OF FACTS. I the under-
signed state: /Here is where you tell your 
story, something like:/ Re: Amateur radio 
callsign plates_______________ My 
current amateur radio license plates are 
incorrect. They contain a space after the 
6 and before the next letter and that is not 
my Federal Communications Commis-
sion issued amateur radio license call-
sign. (see attached) Please send me re-
placement plates that are printed cor-
r ec t l y .  My co r rec t  ca l l s i gn 
is________________ (with no spaces) 
The California DMV internal memo of 
2/05/08 clarifies this and states that there 
is no charge for the replacement license 
plates for my vehicle. I wish to retain my 
current plates until the replacement plates 
arrive. At that time I will properly de-
stroy the old incorrect plates. 
 
You should receive your replacement 
plates in 6 to 8 weeks. This is good news 
for California radio amateurs who have 
been frustrated for almost five years try-
ing to resolve this issue. Our congratula-
tions and thanks to all who wrote and/or 
called their elected officials and the 

DMV. Special thanks to Hugh Bosma, 
AE6YC.  
73, Terry, K7FE Editor QRZ.COM 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ! 
Bob, W1RH 
 
Which EDCARC member has been 
married for 50 years? 
 
Well, I know of at least one!  Congratu-
lations to Merv and Martha de Haas!  
They celebrated their 50th on January 
26th of this year. 
 
(thanks, Mountain Democrat and 
Karen, my wife, for noticing the arti-
cle). 
 
EMCOMMWEST 2008 
Submitted by Harry, W6HFM 
 
This year’s EMCOMMWEST'08 con-
vention in Reno is May 2-4.  
 
http://emcommwest.org/.  
 
All ARES members are encouraged to 
attend. Great keynote speaker, Riley 
Hollingsworth K4ZDH, FCC Special 
Counsel for Amateur Radio Enforce-
ment. I've listed the proposed agenda 
below. There is also a swap meet and a 
bonus would be stopping off at the new 
Cabelas.  
 
http://tinyurl.com/2z9leb  
 
The Convention registration is $10 and 
the Saturday night banquet is $39.  
 
Agenda:  
 
TRACK ONE - General/Technical 
EMCOMM Regulatory Considerations 
of Emergency Communications - Riley 
Hollingsworth ARES Leadership - Don 
Carlson HF Pack - Glenn Thomas 
Echolink/IRLP - Kent Johnson Hazmat 
Awareness - Frank Walsh  
 
TRACK TWO - EMCOMM 101 Intro-
duction to Emergency Communications 
(proposed) Net Control Station Train-
ing - Doug Abramson Message Han-
dling Training - Doug Abramson Mes-
sage Handling Competition - Doug  
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(Continued on Page 6) 
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Ham Hat Meeting Notes January 
26, 2008 
 
Overall Program 
 
We had a very good meeting on Satur-
day.  Progress has been excellent and 
we have much to report.  Thanks again 
for everybody’s effort.  Kimball and 
Dave are putting the rocket together.  
Bob Hess has donated a 70cm transmit-
ter for our efforts.  It is an old ICOM 
HT and weighs about a pound with 
batteries.  Mike Picco is almost ready 
to commit our CW beacon logic to cir-
cuit board.   
 
During the meeting and from member 
emails, several hardware integration 
questions have been raised.  Given that, 
we are holding our next meeting at 
Kimball’s garage Saturday March 1 at 
9am.  Please bring all of your hardware 
for the rocket payload, we will begin 
bringing it 
all together 
and decid-
ing critical 
q u e s t i o n s 
such as 
p o w e r , 
packaging, 
a n t e n n a s , 
etc.  This 
will not be 
our first 
h a r d w a r e 
meeting, but 
will be a 
critical first 
step.  If 
March 1st is 
not a good 
date, please 
contact me 
ASAP. 
 
A n o t h e r 
u p c o mi n g 
event is a 
test of our rocket motor in Fresno on 
Sat Feb 16.  Everyone is encouraged to 
attend and help.  Please contact Kim-
ball for details. 
 
I have listed progress details under 
each team member name.  Also, listed 

below is a calendar of upcoming 
events. 
 
Sat Feb 16:     
Test of motor in Fresno (coordinate 
with Kimball for info) 
 
March TBA:  
Hardware integration meeting, Kim-
ball’s garage 
 
June 20-22:  
Low altitude test launch of package and 
regional communications test, Black-
rock Nevada 
 
August 1-3:  
Launch of HamHAT, Blackrock Ne-
vada 
 
Kimball Tucker and Dave Cole 
(KG6YBE):  
Rocket fab continues.  Kimball and 
Dave Cole had a build session Satur-
day. 
   

Feb 2.  Kimball will be casting a test 
motor and firing it in Fresno Saturday  
 
Feb 16.  Team members are encour-
aged to join Kimball in this effort.  
Please contact him if you want to help.  
Kimball also did detailed flight calcula-

tion on the rocket trajectory.  Attached 
is a power point document.  In sum-
mary, the rocket is predicted to reach 
an altitude of 26,000 ft above ground 
(or 32,000 above sea level) and hit that 
altitude in less than 50 seconds.  It 
should hit the ground at about 880 sec-
onds after launch.  Dave will be look-
ing at battery sizes, weight and usage 
time. 
 
Mike Csicsery (KN6XJ): 
Has been developing the supply list for 
our camping trip and the communica-
tions plan out of the dessert.  Critical 
aspect of the operation will be alerting 
regional hams of our launch.  Mike will 
be doing full-scale test of communica-
tions during the June trip. 
 
Jay Harmor (KE6GLA):   
Has been trying to contact Nevada 
clubs for support, but had no response 
(probably due to Christmas holiday).  
Will try again.  Also, Jay has been 
building the dish and feed for the ATV 

telemetry pickup.  
Requested video 
camera from Kim-
ball, Michal will 
deliver it (after 
Jay’s vacation in 
early Feb). 
 
Merv deHass 
(WA6LYE):  
Designing antenna 
system and trans-
mitter for CW bea-
con, and determin-
ing frequency for 
70cm beacon.  Will 
work with Kimball 
on attaching an-
tenna, and with Bob 
on using his 440 
MHz HT for the 
transmitter. 
 
Dennis Herron 
(KI6GSJ):   
Unfortunately due 

to time constraints Dennis has to leave 
the team.  Michal Warzecha will be 
taking over the responsibility of writing 
for the club newsletter and QST.  Den-
nis will try to join us for the August 

.��
��
��/��
�������1�

.��
��
��/�0��
������21�



��
������
�����"
���&���
 3
 (�)����"
'**+,
���-
',
.�-
'


 

 

��!��3��4�5���� �

4�
!���
������"
�5����
�
��
+6**7�


��
�!�
$�#$8
��7�����

92:-+'3


�����;��
����
� 
+'-3



.��
��
��/�0��
������&1�

launch. 
 
Bob Hess (W1RH):  
Bob has conducted preliminary propa-
gation study for rocket beacon on 
70cm.  Will refine with new data from 
Kimball.  Bob has also donated a 440 
MHz HT for the CW transmitter, with 
the full understanding that the HT may 
be turned to dust with a ‘non-nominal’ 
launch!  Bob also has a 40’ mast avail-
able for our HF and VHF communica-
tions to the outside world from Black-
rock.  Bob is also looking into broad-
cast coverage of our events.  Will con-
tact Mike and Merv on using HT for 
transmitter. 
 
Paul Mahoney (KG6CFQ): 
Will be developing the electronic sche-
matics for the team and for publication.  
Michal will give Paul the first draft of 
the system schematic. 

 
Mike Picco (K6MLE):   
Has CW telemetry logic prototype almost 
ready to commit to circuit.  He will be 
working with Bob and Merv on transmit-
ter integration. 
 
Michal Warzecha (WA6RZ): 
Contacted the ARRL regarding QST 
publication of our efforts.  The article 
deadline is 2 months before the issue date 
(publication for the August QST will 
require article submission by June 1).  
Michal will look into additional publica-
tion efforts and submit article to the club 
newsletter and status the club during 
regular meetings and the Tuesday night 
net. 
 
IMPORTANT WEBSITES: 

Aeropac (organization running Blackrock 
launches) 
www.aerpac.org <http://
www.aerpac.org> 

Our video camera system (owned by 
Kimball) 
www.boostervision.com/cart/scripts/
prodView.asp?idproduct=71 <http://
www.boostervision.com/cart/scripts/
prodView.asp?idproduct=71> 
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Let’s rename it—this month only—FUTURE QSL’S OF THE MONTH!  The VP6DX dxpedition to Ducie Island has been go-
ing strong for about two weeks and is about to shut down.  They have a fantastic website:: www.ducie2008.dl1mgb.com.  Via that 
web site, you can take a look at how many bands and modes a particular call sign has worked the dxpedition.  So...we took a peak 
and here is what we found with a few selected calls: 

 
 
 
 
 
The  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And the winner is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Circuit needs your cards!  We’re running short and your editor does not want only his cards in the newsletter!  Consider 
sending me your card and a story to go along with it. 
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February 28 - EDCARC January Club Meeting 
 
 
March 4—River City ARCS meeting - 7:30 PM 
March 6? - Amador ARC Meeting - 7:30 PM—Jackson Sen ior Center 
March 8 - Tahoe ARA General Meeting - Noon Zephyr C ove Library   
March 14 - Sierra Foothills ARC—7:30 PM—Auburn Libr ary 
March 15 - Ham Radio Licensing Test—Ken, W6KWV  

EDCARC Weekly Net  
 Is held Tuesday evenings at 

8:00pm on the AG6AU repeater  
147.825 

CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5 �

� !��5���������  
 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm 
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Attention 6 meter operators -- there's a 
new award to work toward! The ARRL 
Board of Directors approved a new 
award honoring the late Fred Fish, 
W5FF, the only amateur who worked 
and confirmed all 488 grid squares in 
the 48 contiguous United States on 6 
meters. The Fred Fish Memorial Award 
will be granted to any amateur who 
duplicates Fish's accomplishment. Fish 
was a mainstay on the VHF+ bands for 
many years, having achieved Worked 
All States (WAS) on 6 meters through 
432 MHz, as well as DXCC for 6 me-
ters. He is widely regarded as a gentle-
man operator and one of the finest ama-
teurs in the VHF+ community. ARRL 
Contest Manager Sean Kutzko, KX9X, 
will oversee this award. Kutzko, an 
avid VHF+ operator himself, said, "We 
hope the new award will increase 6 
meter activity throughout the US and 
the world. We also hope it will lead to 
the activation of rare grid squares in the 
US by encouraging the native ham 
population of a rare grid square to give 
6 meters a try, as well as through so-
called 'Grid DXpeditions.' We actively 
call on the 6 meter community to help 
educate VHF+ newcomers to the fun 
that is available on 6 meters." Com-
plete details on the Fred Fish Memorial 
Award will be available soon. 

(Continued from Page 3) 
Abramson EMCOMM Go-Ki ts 
(proposed) Packet Infrastructure 
(proposed)  
 
TRACK THREE - EMCOMM Served 
Agencies NWS Weather Spotter Class 
Emergency Operations Centers Salva-
tion Army/Red Cross Search and Res-
cue CERT MARS  
 
TRACK FOUR - Education and Re-
cruiting Technician Ham Cram Morn-
ing and Afternoon VE Sessions.�
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Hello, My name is Sal De Franco, 
N6SPD. I’m the Vendor Coordinator 
for RadioFest Monterey Bay. The 
ARRL Santa Clara Valley Section Con-
vention!!! I would like to invite your 
membership to participate in RadioFest 
Monterey Bay. It all Happens in Mon-
terey on Saturday & Sunday February 
23 and 24. That's Right we have grown 
to a 2 day event.  RadioFest 2007 has 
been a great success. And we are hard 
at work to make RadioFest 2008 even 
better, RadioFest is a FREE Public 
Service and Family Event. And is spon-
sored by the "NPSARC" Naval Post-
graduate School Amateur Radio Club. 
We will have many great events like: 
SATURDAY NIGHT BBQ with Key-
note Speaker Harold Kramer the ARRL 
Chief Operating Officer. SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY SEMINARS SUNDAY 
FLEE MARKET VENDOR BOOTHS 
HAM RADIO DEMOS FREE HAM 
CRAM CLASS FREE LICENSE EX-
AMS FANTASTIC SPEAKERS 
DOOR PRIZES And many more great 
Ham Radio activities........ Please visit 
www.radiofest.org And if you would 
like to be a vendor please click on the 
link below. http://www.n6spd.com/
radiofest/2008/vendor.htm And when 
RadioFest is completed, you have the 
Beautiful Monterey Peninsula to take 
in. What a great weekend, Ham Radio, 
RadioFest and the Monterey Penin-
sula .... We hope you will participate in 
this year’s great celebration of Ham 
Radio.... Link to RadioFest Monterey 
Bay. http://www.radiofest.org/ Link to 
Vendor page. http://www.n6spd.com/
radiofest/2008/vendor.htm Sal De 
Franco N6SPD Vendor Coordinator 
sal@n6spd.com voice: 831-394-6678 
fax: 831-337-5200 
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March 15, 2008 
 

AT THE RADIO SHACK  
 

4615 MISSOURI FLAT RD STE #5 
 

IN THE DEPOT JUNCTION  
COMPLEX 

 
STARTING AT 8:45 AM 

 
CONTACT 

 
KEN 

W6KWV                   
642-9523 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Kaayla Jaret KI6EAE  kaaylajaret@hotmail.com 

Secretary Loretta Ozment N6NQH  lwozment@comcast.net 

Treasurer Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net  

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


