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Greetings, and happy November.

I would like to offer everyone best wishes for theanksgiving Holiday. It
must be getting close to the holiday, because fathe wild turkeys in our
neighborhood have gone into hiding. Here is jug ohmany reminders that our
meeting this month will be on thkird Thursday, November because of the
Thanksgiving Holiday. At our November meeting, wil Wwe holding our club
elections for board members and officers. The wlilbonly exist if its members
continue to support it both by attending meetings functions, and by provid-
ing a pool of volunteers to lead and administeraittivities. This year we’'ve
been fortunate to have a great group of peoplensthe club’s board to lead the
club through another busy and successful year. Softbe board members
would like to stay on and continue their work antiess would like a break.
That's where you can help; if you have a spare lowumwo during the month,
please offer up your name for nomination during éhection. Sitting on the
board or holding an office doesn’t require a lotyofir time, and it can be fun.
Your tenure with the club or experience with HandiRaisn't as important as
your willingness to serve your fellow club membe$s, please consider serving
on the board or as a club officer during the neery

December will be a quiet month for the club. Wdl wot hold a meeting, but
we may plan a club activity; either an antennading project or a field trip. So
watch your emails or check into the 2m net for updanformation.

73 and Happy Thanksgiving,
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The El Dorado County ARC Holiday Dinner will be Satay November 17th at

6:00 pm. The event will be located at the Feder&hdrch were we hold our

meetings. The cost will be $12 per person and imidlude either Ham or Tur-

key, Stuffing, Potato Salad, BBQ Beans and a dinokrSome of our members

will also provide dessert and a green salad. Intiatdto the meal each member
in good standing who attends will be eligible fod@or prize. There will also be

a raffle held for all who attend. Please RSVP #arijior@comcast.net before the
club meeting on Thursday the 15th and bring yoympent for the meal to the

meeting. 73, Jay KE6GLA These are the dishes mesrimere agreed to bring
so far: Peggy - Dessert ; Donna - Dessert; Lordtassert; Kaayla - Salad?
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Some of you may want to know how we ranked compéreathers in the 2007
ARRL Field Day listing. Knowing how many points wead, | was able to find
our position. Out of a total of 2333 reports, wergy number 403 with 3790
points. Not too bad! It is important that you ember we do not consider Field
Day a Contest. For us, it was a demonstrationuofability to set up and oper-
ate under simulated emergency conditions. As ¥yoeld Day Chairman, | say
"Congratulations Gang! You deserve a Well Done!"



* "l $ * with quiet zones around Beale Air Force

* + 14 - * +1+ - Base. Because of possible radar interfer-
( 5%"  060# ( 5$" 060# ence, the quiet zone on 440 is “100 to
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The Board meeting was called to order The General Meeting was called to order,
by President Jay, KE6GLA. Other Board by President, Jay, KE6GLA, followed b@fter a bre_ak for refreshments, the meet-
members present were Don, KG6YST: the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 28'9 Was adjourned for the monthly raffle.
Bill, W6LSW,; Michal, WABRZ; Mi- people in attendance, including a new
chael, KN6XJ; Donna, K6DLR; Merv, member, Pete Gonos, W6PX. Eachper - *! "
W6LYE; and Loretta, N6NQH. son introduced himself or herself. #& J¥74
8 #o" 94
Two corrections of call signs were made Michal, KA6RZ, announced the ex7 8" 4
to the minutes, corrected to Jerry, tended deadline of the DX Contest to
K6GER and Don, KG6YST. The minutes October 31. Turn log sheet summary ffiank, N6GP, got permission from Rich,
were approved as corrected after a mo-to Donna, KEDLR. Also, he said the firg2vu, to reprint this terrific article in
tion by Don and a second by Michal.. “HamHat” meeting will be in Decemberihe Circuit. Per Frank, “It tells the
whole story of our amateur radio ser-

Old Business: After discussion on our Treasury balance is $1575.08 with 2 biljge.”
Holiday dinner, Donna made the motion to be paid and income of $62.50.
to use Bar-B-Que Catering for the main ] ]
part of the meal with volunteer members ARES - Don, KGBYST, reported recedt'® open road... it's part of American
providing appetizers, salads and dessertsclub participation in the Youth Expo Dazulture, ingrained in our national psyche.
The motion was seconded by Don and in Garden Valley where radio demonstrg® néw places, meet new people, do new
passed. tions were given. Today a joint exercié@ngs. We find it in movies, TV shows,

was held with Marshall Hospital. PackBPPular music. Ham radio has always
Treasurer, Don, reported a bill received systems worked well. He will be makingeen @ perfect fit for this part of our cul-
for $160.00 for the club’s half of the in- contacts for future activities. ture, letting us travel vicariously even
surance bill. The insurance covers all when we can't hit the road on our own.
club activities. The Repeater Fund pays Holiday dinner is Saturday, Novembéf€ wWhole idea of DX is grounded in this
the other half. Loretta moved that the bill 17, at the Federated Church from 6:006@7cépt, and DXpeditions take it a step
be paid, seconded by Bill and passed.9:00 PM with a catered meal. Cost figrther. Through our radios, we can reach
Treasury balance is $1575.08 with the $12.00 a person, with ham and turk8yt to people in faraway places. And
insurance and World Radio bills to be being served. The Board members wiffMme of us sometimes even gefgmto
paid. This month’s income is $30.00. provide dessert, green salad and drinfk§Se places.

Door prizes will be awarded. . .
P One thing that sets apart radio from other

Activities: ) .
T-Hunts will be postponed to the Spring The next meeting, November 15, is EI&qbb[es, and other means O.f communica-
and warmer weather. tion Day. Come prepared to vote. THQN: In our mobile society, |s_that radio
Meeting on November 15 will be Elec- meeting is earlier this month so it wi an go with us when we do hit the road.
tion time. not conflict with members’ Thanksgivin or all that W|re_less phone_s and the so-
alled wireless internet claim to free us

DX Contest - Deadline for getting logs plans.

turned in is extended to the end of the

month, October 31. Testing - Ken, W6KWV, gave the net beat th. Last A A dauah

“HamHat” Rocketry meeting will be in testing date as November 17, at 8:45 eaten path. Last August, my daugh-

December. at the Radio Shack on Missouri FI§{ SPenta fevv_ days with friends at their
Road in Placerville. In January and Fepimmer home in rural northeastem Penn-

In the recent ARRL amateur radio test- ruary a teaching class will be held fgylvama, a_nd ! went up there to pick her

ing, 29 of 29 passed!! Tech upgrade. up. My hi-tech digital cellphone had

Loretta moved that the meeting be great coverage ... as long as | was on the

closed. Seconded by Michal and passed. VIP - Jerry, KBGER, had no new infornterstate. But within just a few miles (.)f
mation to report, getting off onto the secondary roads, with

The meeting was resumed briefly to con- no population centers or high-traffic cor-

sider Peter and Stephanie Gonos as newBob, W1RH, asked for new contest ideﬁgors nearby, the coverage went from

members. Don moved that their member- now that the DX contest has concluded.SOIIOI to spotty to non-existent. Until |

ship be approved. Seconded by Michal reached a hilltop within range of the next

and approved. Pacificon - Pete attended a session on I{ﬁgrstate about an hour later, my cell-
one was useless. So much for freedom

The meeting was adjourned. importance of complying voluntaril om the umbilical cord.

from the umbilical cord of the telephone
line, they don't let you wander too far off
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01 +2 tact with hams in the general vicinity of International Space Statiorgally mo-
wherever we happened to be. That peakbile at 5 miles per second!
There are plenty of other hobbies, ofiropped off in the 1990s, although VHF/
course, that also play into our mobileUHF FM mobile rigs continue to be very If mobiling's not your "thing," don't
psyche. But try driving your boat to thepopular. worry. We've got plenty of other good
mountains (even if there's a place you stuff as well. For example, VHF Editor
can sail it once you get there, it's nofNow, the third peak is building. Again, a Joe Lynch, N6CL, introduces us to a
much use while you're on your way), orcombination of factors is at play. More new mode for working meteor scatter --
flying a plane in your basement. Radicahd more hams live in neighborhoods FSK441 -- and to WSJT, the computer
is a go-anywhere, do-anywhere, hobbywith antenna restrictions that make it program for it that's taking the weak-
You can be at home, on vacation, ofearly impossible to put an effective signal VHF community by storm
somewhere in between, and the radio iBome station on the air. Meanwhile, the (meteor storm?). Public Service Editor
there for you. It doesn't tie you down tostate of the art in amateur radios is per-Bob Josuweit, WA3PZO, examines
a specific location or type of location, mitting manufacturers to pack more and calls for ham radio backup help from a
nor is it an activity that you have to "gomore features into smaller and smaller new quarter -- internet leaders worried
to." There are very few places whergdackages, and detachable-head radiosabout increasing attacks on the 'net and
you can't tune in a radio signal frommake it easier to wire up a rig even in hoping ham radio can provide emer-
someplace else, or from which youcars that dont have an "under the gency backup for that infrastructure
can't send out a radio signal on soméashboard" anymore. Plus, many of thesejust as it does for voice telephone and
frequency and get a response. Thisadios operate on HF as well and VHF radio systems. Plus, for the experiment-
portability is part of what makes radioand UHF, making it possible to operate ers among us, this month's "Math's
such a valuable tool when other formsl60 meters through 70 centimeters from Notes" shows us how to build a high-
of communications fail. your car ... or even while out hiking or speed pulse generator on the cheap.
riding a bike. Mobile DXing is back in a
On the Road with Our Radios big way, and bicycle/pedestrian-mobile Radio Free Radio

DXing is making a big splash as well.
Radio has grown up with the automo- Last month, | took the BBC to task for

bile, and once the early technical limi-Our Mobile Special dropping its shortwave broadcast ser-

tations were overcome (such as provid- vice to North America and the Pacific,
ing consistent high voltages for transWith all this as background, we are in the misguided belief that its listeners

mitting tubes and getting beyond thepleased to bring you an issue packed withare either always next to a computer
need for a spark gap), hams began puitformation on going mobile, from with a fast internet connection or don't
ting their rigs in their cars. The trendchoosing an antenna to installing your rig mind limiting listening to (generally)
hit its first peak in the 1950s, driven (soto tips on mobile DXing. And we even one hour a day of their programming
to speak) by the growth of televisiongo "off-road” with an introduction to rebroadcast in the US by mostly low-
and the resultant television interferencdedestrian-mobile DXing. power FM broadcast stations. The bot-
(TVI). Those radios -- primarily HF -- ) tom line is that, if you don't live close
were big and bulky, with big, bulky Puncan Lindsay, EASON, gets us started to one of these stations, or prefer to
power supplies, and easily took up aWith a look back at his first year of mo- Jisten at a different time than the hour
least one passenger's worth of spacil® DXing -- working "DX in the Sun," they've selected, you now have to pay
This first peak dropped off with im- from the coast of Spain. But his tips for (your internet provider) to listen to the
proved TV receiver circuitry and the SUCCESS apply no matter where you are.BBC. At least they haven't taken the
advent of single sideband, which, if notAmong our other “mobile special” arti- additional step pioneered this year by
decreasing the interference, at least®S, Jeff Francis, NOGQ, takes us hiking Major League Baseball of forcing you
made it harder for the TV owner toWith ham rad|o. and shargs d.etalls o.f his to pay a subscription fee in order to
figure out where it was coming from! "HFPack” station. Contributing Editor Jisten to radio broadcasts of baseball
Gordon West, WB6NOA, examines the games on the internet.
The next peak came in the 1970s anwide variety of HF mobile antennas on
80s, with the growing popularity of FM the market to help you decide which type Speaking of Major League Baseball,
repeaters and solid-state VHF radioés best for you, and frequel@Q con- here in the New York City area, the
that now were small enough to go uniributor Danny Richardson, K6HME, owners of the Yankees (along with the
der your dashboard. The developmergffers a fascinating look at how the type Nowhere Nets and NJ Devils) will soon
of frequency synthesizers that freed ugf car you drive affects your signal pat- be debuting their own cable network,
from crystal control made those radiodern! QRP Editor Dave Ingram, K4TWJ, which will carry all Yankees games as
useful wherever we drove (and spurredpoks at the Yaesu FT-817, one of the of next season (currently they're split
sales of the ever-populahRRL Re- Trigs driving the operate-anywhere revolu- between an over-the-air channel and a
peater Directory which debuted in tion, from a QRP-er's perspective; and basic cable channel). Not only will they
1972). But generally speaking, theySatellite Editor Phil Chien, KC4AYER, cut off all their fans who don't have
were still limited to keeping us in con-checks in on the ham operations from the (Continued on Page 4)
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cable, but depending on the outcome of January, 2002, issue. George rist
negotiations with the major cable op- retiring, and will remain on our mast-
erators in the New York area, their head as Contributing Editor Emeritus.
channel may be offered only as a pre- He will help Tomas get into the flow of
mium channel at $20-something a the column and his highly successful
month. And you generally can't buy methods of predicting propagation, and
just one premium cable channel, you will contribute occasional feature arti-
have to buy a package, for about $50/ cles on propagation and other aspects
month on top of the $30-something of ham radio. George and his wife have
"basic" cable rate. And don't even be- decided that they want to travel more,
gin to think it'll be commercial-free and a monthly deadline would interfere
because you're paying big bucks to with that. So, with that, we welcome
watch it (This year, about half the NY Tomas aboard, and look forward to
Mets games were on a premium cable many more years of having George
channel; the other half on over-the-air share his knowledge and experience
TV, the Yankees will simply be taking with us.

it a step further by removing all of their

games from over-the-air TV). All that 3 $

will be left for the "unplugged" fanis 5§ @

... you guessed it ... radio. The reason Jay, KE6GLA

| even bring this up is because of the | naye finally found some time to con-
family discussion that ensued after this §ct a small antenna experiment and |

arrangement hit the newspapers, with thought | would share some of the in-
my son wondering if there's any way

they can make you pay to listen to the
radio! Thankfully, except for FM sub-
carrier programming that is sold on a
subscription basis, the answer -- for
now -- is no.

4

| hate to sound like one of those talk
show hosts who tell you that as long as
you share their beliefs, you're among
the last defenders of freedom and de-
mocracy, but face it, folks. Radio is the
last bastion of "free" communication,
whether it's domestic AM or FM, short-
wave, or two-way; voice or text. Talk-
ing to your friends or family members
is easy on a cell phone (as long as
you're not out in the boonies). Cha-
ping! $$$. We hams can do it for free.
"Instant messaging" is a highly popular
way of typing to each other on the
internet. Cha-ping! $$$. We hams can
do it for free (we just call it things like
RTTY and PSK31). Once you've in-
vested in your station equipment, use of
the airwaves is free. We have to remain
vigilant to make sure it stays that way.

formation with all of you. The experi-

ment involves comparing the perform-

ance of a ground mounted vertical an-
tenna against an elevated mount verti-
cal antenna. The antenna | will be using
is a Cushcraft MA8040V. It is a top

loaded quarter wave vertical for 40 and
75 meters. The length of the antenna is
about 24 feet and it has about a three
Moving back into the pages ofQ,  foot diameter capacity hat at the top.

Changes Ahead

fence separating our yard from the
neighbors. | have about 20 radials of
different lengths stapled to our lawn

but I am only able to cover a 180 de-
gree area because the antenna is next to
the neighbor’s fence. It worked ok and
| was able to make a few contacts,
mostly state side, and the Caribbean;
however, | wanted to be able to try and
work some European stations. | am
betting that my less than ideal current
antenna installation was hampering my
efforts. So my plan is to move the
ground mounted vertical to an elevated
mount where the antenna will be in the
clear and | will be able to run radials in
360 degrees. So, before | move the
antenna I've taken a few measurements

you'll see a note at the end of this The antenna’s current location is less for comparison. For starters, | recorded
month's Propagation column that than ideal, mounted at ground level in SOMe signal strength meter readings
George Jacobs, W3ASK, our Propaga- the very back of our yard. The antenna ffom the after-net net from some club
tion Editor for more than 50 years, will is surrounded by 30 foot tall redwood Members around the county. Second, |
be handing the reins of the column over trees and is about a foot away from the 0 2

to Tomas Hood, NW7US, as of the
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Harbor Freight, who sends out catalogs to probalblgf us, is recalling a selection of
will pick a few points about a mile plug-in automotive type fuses. There are two déferpart numbers involved, one is
away from my home and take somdor the larger plug in fuses, the other is for rfises. Part numbers are 92939 and
more signal strength measurement82940. They are marketed under the Storehouse lar@hdome in a plastic box with
from my truck while Nancy transmits a Storehouse on the label. These fuses are madeia @hd under one test a 20 Amp
CW signal from home. By the time youfuse didn't open at 50 Amps. In fact, the testufietmelted down. These assortments
are able to read this article, | shouldooked inviting due to the cost and | almost bouggine to have some spares laying
have the antenna moved to its new loaround, luckily | didn't. If you have these, cont&tarbor Freight about returning
cation and be conducting round two othem and getting your money back.
the tests. So, look for part two next
month to see my results. 0 .78

November 15 - EDCARC October Club Meeting

EDCARC Weekly Net November 17 - Exam Sessions—Radio Shack—Contact W6K WV
Is held Tuesday evenings at November 17 - Club Holiday Dinner
8:00pm on the AG6AU repeater December 2 - Tahoe ARA Meeting - Christmas Meeting - 5:30 PM
147.825 December 4 - River City ARCS meeting - 8:00 PM

December 6 - Amador ARC Meeting - 7:30 PM
December 14 - Sierra Foothills ARC Meeting - Auburn - 7:30 PM
CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5 No December Meeting - Mother Load DX/Contest Club

$*% . * . =5

The personal value of a DXCC QSL can change alrdagy.
Years ago, | could work Wake Island (KH9), in thavihiian]
Islands group, almost daily. It was so common thgt a coupls
of QSL's but never bothered to QSL the others. Nioat the
government has abandoned their base on Wakeyatysdifficult
to get there, much less get permission to operat@ Wake
Wake is number 32 on the most wanted list and lit probably
drop even more next year. All of a sudden, my Wzl is onqd
| can be proud of.

Same goes for KP5, Desecheo Island, near Puerto Rids cur-
rently the 8th most wanted DXCC entity. In thet&sawe nevef
have to worry about the propagation gods being unside tg
work KP5. The problem is Fish & Wildlife Servicda@ns: (1) Desecheo is unsafe because of drug slensgg2) Desecheo
unsafe because of illegal aliens; (3) Desecheasafe because it was a practice bomb range ing#i@sl Very few Ham dx;;_}-

[

ditions have been able to get permission from F@&/8perate on either Navassa (KP1) or Desecheocanteears. If Ha
show up on the island (like the drug smugglers w&h® there daily), but do not have official pernessiit will not count fo
DXCC.

NA5U has an excellent website - www.KP1-5.com -utoenting his efforts to get amateur radio backhenair from KP1 angl
KP5. From the geography section of his site:

Rico. The island lies outside the 100 fathom dégathndary used to define the Puerto Rican Bank. Wewaét's considered to
part of the Rio Culebrinas Formation, which extefrdsn Desecheo through northwestern Puerto Ridadicating that the tw
islands were connected at one time.

Desecheo is a small, mountainous island in the Moimannel, approximately 14 miles or 21 km west a@fit& Higilero, Puerq)
e

As WB6EUQ/1, | worked AA4VK/KP5 with a small veritfrom my Boston area QTH in December, 1992. Gtwetact wag
made on 10 meter SSB. | did not think much of the time. It happened to be a DXCC entity thagééded, but it was not that
rare. Now | am REAL glad | bothered to request3Q@ard!

The Circuit needs your cards! We're running shamtd your editor does not want only his cards in tiesvsletter! Considdr
sending me your card and a story to go along with i
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Assembling the antenna

WABRZ measuring an element, apply-
ing Noalox to a joint, and finally rivett
ing the element joints.

Norm, WB6RVR, running safety on
the lift rope. Peanut, the cat, assistirg.

&

6. %) ¥
The Forcel2 C19XR is an 11 element

10/15/20 meter beam. The crowning glor

of this long project.

New EDCARC member, Pete, W6P
is in control of the critical tag lines.

Tim, K2TWO w/the Diamond vertica|

Going Up!

Tim, K2TWO and RF Engineering
Manager of KOVR/KMAX, is with
Bob, W6AW and Transmitter Supery
sor of KXTV, doing the tower top
work. Tim is a certified tower climbg
as well as a television engineer and
instructor at ARC.
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President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Newsletter Editor

Webmaster

Jay Harmor
Kaayla Jaret
Loretta Ozment
Don Brooks
Michael Csicsery
Merv de Haas
Donna Ranger
Michal Warzecha
Bill Ozment

Bob Hess

Jay Harmor

1 +,,
KE6GLA
KIGEAE
N6NQH
KG6YST
KNBXJ
WABLYE
K6DLR
WAGRZ
W6LSW
W1RH
KEG6GLA

jharmor@comcast.net
kaaylajaret@hotmail.com
lwozment@comcast.ne
drbjfo@hughes.net
mountainman?7@mindsync.com
wblye@arrl.net
dlranger@wildbiee.
wabrz@yahoo.com
wolsw@arrl.net
530-350-38481rh@arrl.net

jharmor@comcast.net

Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the®thrsday of each month (except for June and NoeemB:15 PM,

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Plidleerv

Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6épkater, 147.825 MHz

Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 4Placerville, CA 95667

Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net




