
In This Issue  

���������	�
�����
��
���	�
��
����
���


�������

������

��������
��
�����
���


������ 


���
������

�������
 ������
!����


������ 


������"#
$��%


��
�
&


'��
(���
��
)�*��
�����
+��
��,��-�����


�����	�

���������
�
!��,


Newsletter of the El Dorado County Amateur Radio Club June 2007, Vol.1, No.5 

����������	
���
���	��	���	��
���� 	
�

���������	�
�����
�	�����������
����������
�
�������������������
��������������������������
���������
������������������������������
���������������������������������������
�����
���� �������� ��������� ������������	�����
�
	��������
	


�	���
 �
!���"�����#$%"�
&'('�)���
�*����+�����
,������������-.��
/&001�
	


�	�������� �
�$��2��������  

��� ������	 
���	 
���� ������	 
���	 
���� ������	 
���	 
���� ������	 
���	 
� 	
����	������ �	�������   
This month’s meeting will be held 
at 5:30 PM at the Field Day Site. 
 
The Field Day location is on the 
Mormon Emigrant Trail, about 23 
miles from Pollock Pines on a dirt 
side road. Look for the signs 
( N 38 40.026 W 120 17.257 Eleva-
tion is about 6700’ )  

�����������	
������	
Well, summer is here and half the year has already gone by and it’s time for one 
of my favorite Ham events, Field Day.  I enjoy field day because it includes 
some of my favorite activities which are camping and Ham Radio. To help gen-
erate interest at our Field Day event I will be raffling off a 2m hand held radio. 
To enter the raffle all you have to do is come up to the Field Day site and partici-
pate in some way. Participation will be defined as making or logging a few con-
tacts or helping with antenna or equipment setup or takedown. You won’t earn a 
raffle ticket by just coming to the club meeting on Saturday evening. So I hope 
to see a lot of you at Field Day and good luck in the raffle. 
 
During the meetings and nets you probably have heard some of us talking about 
DXCC (DX Century Club).  DXCC is an operating award sponsored by the 
ARRL and awarded to those Hams that have confirmed two way contacts with 
100 or more different countries. This is the most recognized award in Ham Ra-
dio and probably the one with the most variations. There is the basic award that 
counts your contacts as credit for just about any band and mode as long as your 
contacts were not made through a repeater or IRLP. Then all the variations of 
the basic award are next such as single band DXCC, five band DXCC, CW 
DXCC and so on. The DXCC is the most popular award but there are many oth-
ers such as WAS (Worked All States), QRP DXCC and VUCC (VHF/UHF Cen-
tury Club) for the VHF/UHF crowd. These awards are sponsored by the ARRL 
but other organizations also have awards programs for amateurs. The ITU has 
the WAC (Worked All Continents) and is one of the easier awards to obtain. CQ 
Magazine sponsors the worked WAZ (Worked All Zones) award for amateurs 
presenting proof of contact with all 40 CQ Zones.  I would be remiss if I forgot 
to mention the ARLHS (Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society) awards program 
which has awards for WAS-LH (worked all states with lighthouses) (33) and 
DX-LH (DX Lighthouse) for confirming contacts with lighthouse stations in 100 
countries.  Many of the amateur radio societies in each country offer awards as 
well, such as AJA (All Japan Award) offered by the Japan Amateur Radio 
League. The AJA is awarded to stations that have logged contacts with amateurs 
in 1,000 different Japanese cities using at least two different bands.  Some indi-
vidual clubs even offer awards such as, the NCCC (Northern California Contest 
Club) which sponsors a WACC (Worked All California Counties Award) for 
amateurs that can confirm contacts in all of California 58 counties.  
 
Many of you may already be eligible for an award from one of these organiza-
tions you may have to just spend a Saturday sorting through your QSL card col-
lection to find out. Award chasing may not be for everyone but it is another way 
to have some fun with the hobby and to collect some new wallpaper for your 
shack.  
73, ��������	
��������	
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See all of you at Field Day! 
 
�����	��	��	������	��	 !"#	$�%	&��'���	
The Cal Fire Volunteers in Prevention will be active on the July 4th weekend 
patrolling for fires and illegal fireworks.  A specialized group of volunteers, in-
cluding Ham operators,  provide additional communication networks for CDF 
during emergencies including wildland fires, earthquakes, and floods.  
 
To find out more about becoming a VIP, contact Jerry, K6GER.	

The El Dorado County      ����������������������������  
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June 24 – Field Day 
June 24 —EDCARC June Meeting 
July 1 —Livermore Swap 
July 3 —River City ARCS meeting 
July 5— Amador ARC Meeting 
July 5—Mother Load DX/Contest 
Club meeting 
July 13— Sierra Foothills ARC Meeting 
July 14 —Foothill ARS Flea Market 
July 26—EDCARC July Meeting  
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The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Jay, KE6GLA. After the pledge of 
allegiance, everyone introduced himself 
or herself. There were 20 people in atten-
dance. 
 
Jay thanked Rosa, KD6CUM, and the 
other three amateur radio personnel that 
helped with the Dogathon. 
 
Kaayla, KI6EAE, announced the next 
two meetings - June 23 at the Field Day 
site and July 24 for introduction to T 
Hunting and building antennas. 
 
Activities - Michal, WA6RZ, reported a 
good time was had at Angel Island. He 
hopes to have a weekend outing at Angel 
Island next year.  The Mudrock event on 
June 15 will have only one HF station to 
avoid any interference with the rocketry 
launching. July 28 will be a T Hunt fol-
lowed by a hot dog roast. Activating the 
lighthouse at Meeks Bay at Lake Tahoe 
is scheduled for August 3-5. 
 
VIP - Jerry, K6GER, announced patrol 
training on Wednesday, May 30 at 5:00 
PM. Patrols will be used on July 4.  Also 
volunteers are needed at the Camino of-
fice at Danaher. A 6 meter repeater is 
available for trade for a 2 meter repeater. 
Contact him. 
 
ARES - Ken, W6KWV, reported June 7 
at 7:00 PM at Marshall Hospital is train-
ing meeting for the June 11 Marshall 
Hospital Drill. On June 9 at 8:45 AM is 
the next VE test session for Ham license 
and upgrades, held at Radio Shack on 
Missouri Flat Road.. It will be preceded 

by a swap meet at 7:00 AM 
 
Jay reminded all there is a June VHF 
contest. Our weekly net is Tuesday night 
at 8:00 PM on 2 meters. The frequency 
for our “After Net” net which follows 
will be announced on the 2 meter net. Jay 
adjourned the meeting for the program of 
the evening.  
 
Field Day Planning - Bill ,W6LSW, en-
couraged everyone to join in the annual 
Field Day. He reminded everyone that 
the Field Day site is located on Mormon 
Emigrant Trail, 23 miles from Pollock 
Pines. Signs will be posted to show the 
location. Field Day runs from 11:00 AM 
Saturday to 11:00 AM Sunday with the 
monthly meeting being conducted at 5:30 
PM on Saturday. Captains for various 
bands volunteered or were selected. Log-
ging sheets will be provided for those 
without laptops for logging. Those camp-
ing overnight are welcomed to come Fri-
day through Sunday. The nights are 
chilly. No outdoor fires are allowed and 
no water is available. 
 
The meeting was followed by refresh-
ments and the monthly raffle. 
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Jay, KE6GLA, called the Board Meeting 
to order at 6:45 PM. The Minutes of the 
previous meeting were approved. There 
was no old business or Treasurer’s Re-
port. 
 
Jay reported upcoming meetings. June’s 
meeting will be held at the Field Day site 
on Saturday, June 23 at 5:00 PM.  July’s 
meeting will be an introduction to T-
Hunting and building antennas for the T-
Hunt to be held later in July. Ideas for 
August meeting were suggested, such as 
one on logging software and a talk on 
Walnut Grove Towers by Bob. 
 
Pictures of the Angel Island outing are 
available to put on the Web site, reported 
Michael, KN6XJ. 
 
Donna, K6DLR, requested that George 
conduct another lesson on use of the 

��!��#	����	���	

  
 Is held Monday evenings at 8:00pm on 

the AG6AU repeater. 

Auto patch. She has nine name tags that 
were ordered last month, ready for distri-
bution. The name tags cost $8.60 each 
and also can be ordered directly from 
Arnold’s Trophies. 
 
Michal, WA6RZ, gave a brief report on 
Angel Island. Upcoming events are June 
15 - Mudrock rocketry, and July 28 - T 
Hunt and hot dog roast.  
 
Michal, WA6RZ, recommended a banner 
be purchased for these Amateur Radio 
club events. Michael, KN6XJ, moved 
that the club purchase a banner for El 
Dorado Amateur Radio Club events. The 
motion was seconded by Donna, 
K6DLR, and approved unanimously. 
Michael moved to authorize Jay to pur-
chase the banner if the cost was within 
club guidelines. Michal seconded the 
motion and it was approved.  
 
The EDCARC license needs to be re-
newed. Michal said Merv, WA6LYE, 
needs to be reminded. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM. 
 
0.	
����	��'		 7
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Not sure if anyone might be interested in 
dedicating a few months or up to a year 
on 30 meters, but if you might be inter-
ested in trying to get more PSK or digital 
activity on 30 meters then maybe a group 
dedicated to just 30 meter PSK might 
help. If you are interested join in; if not 
no problem (I will be CQing most nights 
on 10.140 so if you can't or won't re-
spond then give us an email with a signal 
report on 30).  See you on 30 meters PSK 
10.140 (10.141-10.142) . Thus far about 
50 in the group dedicated to 30 meter 
PSK (or other digital) to increase activity 
and will have '30 PSK on Thursdays'.. .so 
hope to see some folks on Thursday 
nights. http://groups. yahoo.com/ 
group/30meterPSK Group/ Thank you 
for letting me post here in this group.  
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Contest is open to all club members.  Three award classes are in the contest. QRP (5 W or less), Barefoot (120 W or less), and Le-
gal limit (Greater than 120 W).  Contact as many discrete DX entities as possible.  DX entities are defined by the ARRL DXCC 
rules.  Each entity (regardless of number of contacts made) counts as a single point.  Multipliers are for each mode used.  Modes 
are defined as SSB, AM, CW, Digital (PSK, RTTY and all other digital modes), TV, and FM.  For example, if you had contacts 
using SSB, CW and AM, your multiplier is 3. 
 
Any legal frequency for your license class is allowed.  Terrestrial repeaters or internet connections may not be used (usage of the 
Moon and satellites is allowed).  All contacts must be made from your home entity and no points (entity count and tie breaker 
score) are counted for your home DX entity QSOs. 
 
In the event of a tie score, the person with the highest number of contest QSO's wins.  Only one QSO per day (defined by 0000 
UTC thru 2400 UTC) is allowed with an individual DX station per band. 
 
QSL cards or LoTW confirmation is not required and the honor system applies.   Logs are due by the Oct 25, 2007 club meeting, 
winner announced during November dinner meeting. 
 
Contest is single operator.  Contacts need not be from your home station, but you must be the control operator.  Contacts made 
under a club or contest call sign are acceptable as long as you are the control operator.  Aviation or marine mobile contacts (either 
your station or DX station) are not applicable. 
 
Please contact Michal Warzecha (WA6RZ) with any questions. 
email: wa6rz@yahoo.com  

FOX HUNTING BASICS 
Lincoln Amateur Radio Club 
 
In July, EDCARC will be holding a fox 
hunt for beginners.  This article, from 
the Lincoln Amateur Radio Club, is 
another good tutorial for new fox hunt-
ers.—editor 
 
Getting started in transmitter hunting 
requires little equipment, and simply a 
willingness to learn… 
 
The first thing you will need is some 
form of receiver to listen to the trans-
missions. This can be a scanner, hand-
held amateur radio or even a mobile 
radio.  In the Lincoln area, most hunts 
take place on 146.565 MHz.  
 
Beyond that, you don't need to have 
anything else to start hunting.  There 
are a number of additional "tools" that 
make hunting easier and more fun. 
 
An excellent web page with links to all 
kinds of hunting gear: 
 
http://www.ardf-r2.org/en/
equipment.shtml 
  
The next most common item among 
transmitter hunters is a directional an-

tenna. This usually takes the form of a 
hand-held yagi of some design, but cubi-
cal quads, loops, log-periodic and an-
tenna arrays all can be used to a greater 
or lesser extent.  An easy (and cheap) 
antenna you can build is the tape measure 
beam. Directions can be found at the 
following websites: 
  
http://home.att.net/~jleggio/projects/rdf/
tape_bm.htm 
 
http://www.ardf-r2.org/en/
wb6byu_2m_yagi.shtml 
 
http://home.att.net/~jleggio/projects/
rdf/snif_bm.htm 
 
And here are some manufactured anten-
nas that are excellent for transmitter 
hunting: 
 
http://www.arrowantennas.com/ 
 
Once you have an antenna, having some 
current maps and a compass help a great 
deal when recording bearings. If you 
participate in a coordinated hunt, you 
won't need to record bearings as the net 
control station will do that for you, but 
having the maps might help you find a 
unique location from the bearing infor-
mation coming from other hunters in the 

coordinated hunts. 
  
After participating in a few hunts, you 
may find it is difficult to obtain bear-
ings with your antenna when you get 
close to the hidden transmitter.  In this 
case you need to "knock down" the 
signal so that you can once again get 
useful bearings. An attenuator is an-
other item that is very handy with 
strong signals and when you get close 
to the hidden T.  Kits, and pre-built 
models are available and there are sim-
ple plans if you like home-brewing. 
Here are a few links to attenuators: 
  
http://www.arrowantennas.com/inst/
ifha.html 
 
http://home.att.net/~jleggio/projects/
rdf/p_atten.htm 
 
http://home.att.net/~jleggio/projects/
rdf/a_atten.htm 

5��������(	��	����	$6	
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or not!  Whatever you do, don't give up!  
Everyone has good and bad hunting days. 
Even the most seasoned hunters get 
skunked sometimes! 
 
Come on out and see what the fun is all 
about! We'll be happy to have you with 
us! 
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On June 15th and 16th the team of 
Michal (WA6RZ), Mike (KN6XJ) and 
Eric (KI6HNB) ran a special event sta-
tion in the Blackrock Desert for the 
Aeropac Mudrock high-powered rocketry 
weekend (www.aeropac.org).  The event 
involved amateur rocketeers launching 
high-powered rockets into the vastness of 
the Nevada's high desert 100 miles north-
east of Reno (grid DN00).  The FAA 
allows a maximum ceiling of 100,000 ft 
above sea level for their projects!  This is 
over two times higher than the typical 

altitude of a commercial airliner!  Inter-
estingly, many members of the rocketry 
club are ham radio license holders. 
 
We arrived at the very desolate launch 
site in the late afternoon Friday after a 
250-mile drive from Placerville.   The 
weather was hot, sunny and very windy.  
Our plan was to immediately set up our 
station, but the winds hunkered us down 
under our portable shade.  We spent the 
time until sunset barbecuing beer brats 
and keeping dust out of everything.  As 
the sun descended, the winds began to 
calm and we quickly erected our antenna 
and set up. The station was an ICOM 
7000 with a MFJ Versatuner V, Hustler 4 
BTV vertical (10m, 15m, 20m, and 40m) 

and a deep cycle battery.  With dusk 
the bands were open. We made con-
tacts throughout the West Coast and 
had a pleasant QSO with Ross 
(VE4CW) in Victoria Canada.  We 
tried to contact club members in El 
Dorado County, but could not on any 
band.  We also had QSOs with 
mainland Australia and Tasmania.  
 

The next morning we watched a spec-
tacular desert sunrise.  After a pancake 
breakfast, we were greeted by the 
crackling sounds of high-powered 
rockets!  Our team had QSO’s with the 
US, Canada, Hawaii, and a maritime 
mobile.  By late morning, the winds 
came screaming back (30+ mph gusts) 
and put an end to our operations and 
the rocket launches (though Eric 
KI6HNB did have a chance to fly a 
rocket twice).  We departed the desert 
at 1pm in a thick cloud of dust (I am 
still cleaning sand out of everything). 
 

Although our trip was cut short, we had 
a lot of fun both in watching rockets, 
meeting the Aeropac club, and being on 
the air.  The rockets were spectacular 
(QSOs were interrupted by the rocket 
motor noises), and the Aeropac team 
gave us a very warm reception.  Sev-
eral people had questions about ham 
radio and were interested in our opera-
tion.  We gave good exposure to our 
club and amateur radio.  Our portable 
setup of a barefoot vertical antenna 
worked well for DX coverage, but we 
were lacking in regional coverage.  A 
lesson learned would be to run a low 
dipole from the antenna for high angle 
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More advanced hunting will be much 
easier with additional pieces of equip-
ment. Dopplers, Professional ARDF re-
ceivers, and high-gain compact beams 
are all more expensive options that have 
their advantages and disadvantages. 
 
Here are links to some of this more 
"advanced" equipment: 
 
http://www.ahha-doppler.com/ 
 
http://www.qsl.net/ve2emm/pic-
projects/doppler/mtdop1-e.html 
 
http://members.aol.com/homingin/
newdopant.html 
 
I highly recommend obtaining a copy of 
"Transmitter Hunting: Radio Direction 
finding simplified" by Joe Moel, K0OV 
and Thomas Curlee, WB6UZZ. 
 
More info here: 
 
http://members.aol.com/homingin/
THRDFSinfo.html 
 
Riding along with an active hunter is 
another way to get a "taste" of the sport 
of radio direction finding, and is an ex-
cellent way to learn more about t-
hunting. 
 
The Lincoln Amateur Radio Club holds 
beginners' hunts on the first and third 
Saturdays of every month.  On the first 
Saturday, the beginners hunt starts at 
7:00 p.m. local time. On the third Satur-
day, the beginners hunt starts after the 
Eastern Nebraska 2m ARES net. In both 
cases check-ins take place on the 146.760 
K0KKV repeater. 
 
If you aren't a licensed ham, you can still 
participate. Just listen in on the repeater 
for information on the hunt, and either 
get out there with whatever equipment 
you have and follow along.  You can also 
post a message in one of the fox hunting 
forums and someone will be happy to 
help you along. 
 
Transmitter hunting is a simple, but chal-
lenging activity. It can be frustrating, but 
also very rewarding.  It is a fickle activ-
ity, you never know if you'll find the fox (Continued on Page 5) 
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Want an official El Dorado County 
Amateur Radio Club badge with your 
Name/Call on it?  See Donna, K6DLR 
at the next club meeting for details. 

EDCARC Weekly Net  
 Is held Tuesday evenings at 

8:00pm on the AG6AU repeater  
147.825 

CTCSS/PL tone of 82.5 �

HF transmission, and to have the capac-
ity to run 80m (40m was the lowest band 
we had available). 

We would like to attend the event again 
(it is held three times a year) as it is a 
very good exercise running portable in a 
harsh environment with no skyhooks (the 
nearest tress or bush is over 20 miles 
away).  Plus, it is amazing to see what 
Aeropac rocketeers can do!  The trip is 
worth the effort just to watch the rockets! 
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The Towe Auto Museum in Sacramento, 
Calif., is hosting a theatre organ concert 
on its restored three-manual Wurlitzer on 
June 24.    
 
Mic manufacturer, ham operator and 
theatre organist Bob Heil will perform.   
 
Heil says he is to be reunited with “this 
gorgeous instrument.”  It was installed in 
the St. Louis Lowe’s State Theatre dur-
ing the late 1920s; in 1958, it was re-
moved to Rugerri’s restaurant in St. 
Louis where a young Heil played it for 
diners.  
 
The organ was later taken to Sacramento, 
where pipes from the Hollywood home 

THE CREW  

of Cecil B. DeMille were added to it.  
Heil also will introduce his latest CD at 
the concert.  “Bob Heil at Home” was 
recorded on a three-manual theatre 
organ in his Illinois home studio.  
 
The Sierra Chapter of the American 
Theatre Organ Society is sponsoring 
the event. Admission is free with a mu-
seum admission.  
 
For information, visit the museum Web 
site: 
 
 http://www.toweautomuseum.org/

Bob, K9EID, at the Four manual, 36 
rank "Mighty Wurlitzer" in the Fox 
Theatre, St. Louis. As a prote'ge' of 
Stan Kann, Bob played the Fox during 
the years of 1956 through 1961. 
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Q. Bob –What are you doing promoting 
another club’s field day? 
 
A. Well, it is not too far away from our 
site so why not drive by and say hi? 
 
Here’s how to get there: 
 
From our Field Day site, go south on 
Mormon Emigrant Trail until you get 
to Highway 88. Turn right (heading 
west) on Hwy 88 and go 7.2 miles to 
Bear River Lake Resort highway sign. 
Turn right and head up the hill.   

The El Dorado County Amateur Radio Club Field Day location is on the Mormon 
Emigrant Trail, about 23 miles from Pollock Pines on a dirt side road. Look for the 
signs 
( N 38 40.026 W 120 17.257 Elevation is about 6700’ )  
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A couple of months ago, we mentioned the 2007 
DXpedition to Scarborough Reef, a very rare DXCC 
entity.  Those of you in the Club (WA6RZ is one of 
them) who worked BS7H were very fortunate to get 
this one in the log.  It will be a very long time before 
you see Scarborough on the air again. 
 
Bill, W6LSW, alerted me that the Scarborough web 
site had posted some absolutely fantastic pictures of 
the May DXpedition.  Take a look at these pictures 
and ask yourself: Would I do that? 
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James, 9V1YC, on his shift 

N6GP’s buddy, Bob, W6RGG 

OH2BH and BA4RF 

Paul, K4UJ Tom, ND2T 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Kaayla Jaret KI6EAE  kaaylajaret@hotmail.com 

Secretary Loretta Ozment N6NQH   

Treasurer Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net  

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


