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Michal, WA6RZ, and Jay, 
KE6GLA, will discuss HF propaga-
tion.  If you are a ham with new HF 
privileges, you don’t want to miss 
this one.	
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Greetings, 
 
We are now into the second quarter of the year and the club has several activities 
planned.  The activities are planned to get a feel for the various ways amateurs 
can experience their hobby and everyone is encouraged to join in the fun.  Here 
are a few things you may be interested in, a DXpedition to Angel Island Light 
House, ARRL Field Day, Club DX Contest and Amateur Rocket Special Event 
out in the Nevada Desert. To get the latest information on these events try to 
make it to the monthly meetings or listen in to the weekly club 2m net. 
 
With our less than spectacular winter, we may be in for a long fire season.  I 
would encourage all of you who are able, to participate in the CAL Fire VIP 
(Volunteers in Prevention) program. This program partners Radio Amateurs who 
have completed certain training requirements with the CAL Fire Agency to pro-
vide additional communication support and surveillance. If you would like more 
information contact Jerry, K6GER. 
 
Finally, I hope to see all of you at the next meeting to hear about what you have 
going on with this diverse hobby.  You may also learn a thing or two about HF 
radio wave propagation if Michal and I don’t put you all to sleep, HI HI.  
 
73, ��������	
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The club meeting of March 22, 2007 was called to order by President Jay Har-
mor, KE6GLA, who also lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Introduc-
tions were made. 
 
The club was informed that Donald Pierson, W6BGH, is a new member. 
 
ARES group leader Ken Vogele, W6KWV, needs to have new pictures of ARES 
members taken for membership cards. This is to be completed by Harry Miller, 
W6HFM, at the next club meeting. There will be a disaster drill on June 11.  
Hams will be needed to provide radio communication. 
 
VIP HAMCO Leader Jerry Ranger, K6GER, reminded club members that the 
repeater at Mt. Danaher is there because the club members volunteer to support 
CALFIRE and the VIP program. 
 
To receive the newsletters the editor, Bob Hess, W1RH, must have your e-mail 
address. You can also look at the newsletter on the club web site.  
www.edcarc.net 
 
Michal Warzecha, WA6RZ, reported on the calendar of events for the club. The 
calendar can be found at the club web site. 
 
May 4-6 is the Mcomm West meeting in Reno. 
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April 26 —EDCARC Meeting 
April 27-29 —Visalia DX Convention 
May 3—Amador ARC Meeting 
May 6—Livermore Swap 
May 11 - Sierra Foothills ARC Meeting 
May 12—Foothill ARS Flea Market 
May 12 - Tahoe ARA Meeting 
May 19 - Mother Load DX/Contest 
Club meeting 

���	 !��		
VIP stands for Volunteers in Prevention.  
The Volunteers In Prevention (VIP) of 
the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (Now Cal Fire) are an 
efficient fire prevention and loss reduc-
tion education force for California. 
 
Each year more than 5,600 wildfires burn 
over 172,000 acres of California's water-
shed, timber, and grass-lands. As a result, 
millions of dollars in damage are done to 
the environment; homes are destroyed; 
and lives are threatened and sometimes 
lost. 
 
With 95 percent of the wildland fires 
CDF responds to each year being person-
caused, fire prevention and public life 
safety education are key to reducing 
losses from fires in California. In 1980, 
CDF conceived and developed a fire pre-
vention volunteer program and called it 
"Volunteers In Prevention". Citizen vol-
unteers have been staffing and operating 
many aspects of CDF's fire prevention 
program ever since.  

VIP ACTIVITIES 
Fire and Life Safety Education. History 
has shown that when VIP teams provide 
fire prevention teaching in grades K-3, 
child-related fires in those areas have 
dropped by 50 percent. In addition, VIPs 
educate thousands of children and their 
parents about fire prevention by partici-
pating in fairs, displays, and parades each 
year. 
 
2. Public Information Education.  VIPs 
are trained to assist CDF's efforts during 
wildland fires and other emergencies by 
providing information to the media and 
public. 
 
3. Wildland Occupant Firesafe Pro-
gram.  Volunteers are trained to make 
preliminary wildland homeowner prop-
erty inspections for fire safety as required 
by Public Resources Code 4291, and to 
discuss with homeowners ways to make 
their homes fire safe. These one-on-one 
contacts are an increasingly important 
education tool as the population in Cali-
fornia's wildlands continues to grow. 
 
4. Red Flag, Holiday, and Arson Pa-
trols.  Volunteers patrol selected hazard-
ous areas during declared critical fire 
weather and on holidays. They help alert 
the general public to the possibility of 
heightened fire danger. They also pro-
vide CDF with extra "eyes and ears" in 
areas threatened by arsonists. 
 
5. Communications.  A specialized 
group of volunteers (HAM radio opera-
tors and CB radio groups) provide addi-
tional communication networks for CDF 
during emergencies including wildland 
fires, earthquakes, and floods.  
 
Cal Fire is looking for more VIP’s.  
Please contact Jerry, K6GER, for more 
information. 
 
"
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To anyone interested, I have back issues 
of Linux Journal dating from 11/98 thru 
12/06. For the person that can put them 
to use and wants to pick them up, they 
are free! Please contact me at 
kd6bmb@arrl.net . Thanks, Michael, 
KD6BMV  

Frank Sharit, N6GP, reported he had 
items for sale. 
 
The program was presented by Bill 
Ozment, W6LSW, and Frank Sharit, 
N6GP, on packet radio.   Assisting with 
the packet demonstration was Harry 
Miller, W6HFM, and Jay Harmor 
KE6GLA 
 
We had 26 members in attendance and 
1 visitor.  
 
The meeting was adjourned after the 
raffle.  
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All these items are being sold to benefit 
the Northern California DX Founda-
tion.  Contact Chuck, N6OJ, for more 
information.  707-763-2528 
 
Kenwood TS 520S HF Transceiver   
good  $100.00 
  
Icom IC 725 HF Transceiver  $225.00 
 
Kenwood TS 820 with VFO cables and 
books $275.00 
  
Kenwood TS 520 HF Transceiver OK 
modified on/off switch $75.00 
 
Kenwood TS 820 VFO  $60,00  Very 
Good 
 
WAN Z Match tuner Legal limit  
$75.00 

 
Kenwood TS 450 w/AT   No manual 
or Mic   $325.00 

 
Bird Element 500 H  2-30 MHZ Used 
excellent  $95.00 

 
Alfa 78 with book,  Full  power works 
fine but looks rough 
 
Collins Amp  30 L1  winged emblem 
excellent condition with book 
 
Palomar M-827 SWR\Wattmeter  ex-
cellent condition 20 watts\200\2000 
 
Diawa  CN 702 B  Cross needle SWR 
meter excellent condition. 
 
Pakratt PK 232  good condition. 
 
KLM 2 meter amp  70 watts good con-
dition 
 
Yaesu  780 R  440 all mode Xcvr  ap-
pears to be new excellent condition        
with book 
 
Timewave DSP-59+ excellent condi-
tion 
 
Swan WM-1500 Wattmeter  good con-
dition 
 
Ameriton RCS-4 

'���������	��	����	()	
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Contest is open to all club members.  Three award classes are in the contest. QRP (5 W or less), Barefoot (120 W or less), and Le-
gal limit (Greater than 120 W).  Contact as many discrete DX entities as possible.  DX entities are defined by the ARRL DXCC 
rules.  Each entity (regardless of number of contacts made) counts as a single point.  Multipliers are for each mode used.  Modes 
are defined as SSB, AM, CW, Digital (PSK, RTTY and all other digital modes), TV, and FM.  For example, if you had contacts 
using SSB, CW and AM, your multiplier is 3. 
 
Any legal frequency for your license class is allowed.  Terrestrial repeaters or internet connections may not be used (usage of the 
Moon and satellites is allowed).  All contacts must be made from your home entity and no points (entity count and tie breaker 
score) are counted for your home DX entity QSOs. 
 
In the event of a tie score, the person with the highest number of contest QSO's wins.  Only one QSO per day (defined by 0000 
UTC thru 2400 UTC) is allowed with an individual DX station per band. 
 
QSL cards or LoTW confirmation is not required and the honor system applies.   Logs are due by the Oct 25, 2007 club meeting, 
winner announced during November dinner meeting. 
 
Contest is single operator.  Contacts need not be from your home station, but you must be the control operator.  Contacts made 
under a club or contest call sign are acceptable as long as you are the control operator.  Aviation or marine mobile contacts (either 
your station or DX station) are not applicable. 
 
Please contact Michal Warzecha (WA6RZ) with any questions. 
email: wa6rz@yahoo.com  
 

ATV cameras and equipment 
 
Ham M rotator   2 
 
Tail Twister rotator  2 
 
Various coax switches 
 
Aiga ART-3000C Rotator 
 
SBC Scanvision  Amateur TV 
 
Halicrafters HA-2  2 meter Transverter 
 
Heathkit Cantenna 
 
2 Variacs  
 
Kenwood Phone Patch PC-1  

%�����!�/	�����!��	"%�	��0	�"	
��
� —With the permission of Mark, 
ON4WW.  Originally written for the 
UBA, the Belgian National Radio Soci-
ety, but also applies to US Hams. 

PART 3 
 

7. HOW TO CALL CQ? 
Make sure the frequency you want to use 
is clear. You don't do this by mere listen-

ing but also by effectively asking if that 
frequency is in use. For example, on SSB 
after having listened for a while, ask 'Is 
this frequency in use?', followed by your 
call sign. If no response, repeat this ques-
tion, followed by your call sign. If again 
no response, the frequency is yours to 
call CQ. 
 
On CW and RTTY send 'QRL?'. Some 
think a 'question mark' is sufficient. It is 
not as it can be confusing. If on a given 
frequency there is ongoing traffic (which 
you don't hear), someone else on that 
frequency may interpret your question 
mark as if you are asking for the call sign 
of a station on that frequency. A 'cop' 
scenario may arise (see chapter 12). 
'QRL?' cannot be misinterpreted by any-
one, it means you want to know if that 
frequency is clear for you to use. A ques-
tion mark in this situation is meaningless 
and may mean several things. 
 
On CW you get possibly one of the fol-
lowing answers if the frequency is in use: 
 
    * R (Received-Roger) 
    * Y (Yes) 
    * YES 
    * QSY 
 

If by coincidence you landed on a 'hot 
frequency' (especially if used by a 
DXpedition or a rare DX station), 
chances exist you may get shouted at. 
Don't worry, don't react, just move to 
another frequency. Or figure out -by 
listening, not by asking- who the 'DX' 
is and work him. 
 
Lots of problems can be avoided by 
following the first rule of operating 
(whether casual or DX): LISTEN. This 
golden rule used in combination with 
the magic word 'QRL?' will keep you 
out of trouble if you are looking for a 
clear frequency to call CQ. 
 
    * When calling CQ, don't do as fol-
lows: call CQ ten times, followed by 
your call sign twice and then listen. 
Better to do this: call CQ twice and 
give your call sign ten times (I exagger-
ate, four times is sufficient!). 
    * The most important aspect when 
calling is not the word CQ, but your 
call sign. If conditions aren't too good, 
it is important the station at the other 
side of the globe (yeah, cool!) hears 
your call sign rather than the word CQ. 
Too many times I've heard operators 
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their service. 
 
Old Business: The Lighthouse Associa-
tion fees for the club, were paid by 
Michal Warzecha.  Merv deHass made a 
motion to reimburse Michal the $25, 
Donna Ranger second it. The motion was 
approved and carried. 
 
Vice President: Kaayla Jaret, KI6EAE, 
said the meeting for next month was on 
HF propagation. 
 
The Secretary position is still open! 
 
Treasurer Don Brooks, KG6YST  is on 

vacation. 
     
The only outstanding bill was for the 
repeater insurance in which the club 
pays half.  It  was moved by Donna 
Ranger K6DLR and seconded by Bill 
Ozment to pay the repeater fund $160, 
which is one half of the outstanding 
bill. The motion was carried and ap-
proved by the board. 
 
Michal Warzecha, WA6RZ said that 
the April 21 date for the Pt. Reyes 

 This month’s card comes from 
our own Frank, now N6GP.  
Frank is proud of his new call 
sign and wasted no time getting 
QSL’s printed.  Frank’s old call, 
as most club members know, 
was W6DHN. 
 
Frank is retired from the US 
Navy and also a retired volun-
teer fire fighter.  QRP (low 
power operation) is his “thing”. 
 
Check out that beautiful shack 
and Frank’s brand, spanking 
new, Moseley TA-33JR beam. 
�������	��	��	����	��	���	
��������		��	���	 ��
�	
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call CQ 15 times, give their call once, 
and then say 'listening for any call now'. 
This is senseless. 
 
Practice makes perfect. If you are not 
experienced, listen for a while to others 
to sharpen your teeth. You will quickly 
develop your own style to make success-
ful and pleasurable QSOs.  

'���������	"
��	����	()	

������	4��
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Conducted by Jay Harmor. He welcomed 
all and thanked the board members for '���������	��	����	8)	
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Lighthouse has been changed due to 
technical difficulty. Instead the club will 
activate Angel Island on that date. Check 
the club web site for further calendar 
details. 
 
New business: It was moved by Donna 
Ranger K6DLR and seconded by Michal 
Warzecha, WA6RZ, to donate money 
received from the sale of equipment 
given to the club to the repeater fund for 
upgrades. This is to continue until the 
club bank balance falls below $1,200 at 
which time the funds will go into the 
club bank account. The motion was ap-
proved and carried by all board members 
present. 
 
Having fulfilled the membership require-
ments, Donald Pierson, W6BGH, was 
approved for membership. 
 
Next Meeting Thursday April 26th.  
 
-9������	 !�	����:�����	
 
Training      
 
· May 19 2007 10:00am @ Camino   

FI-110 Training 
 
· May 26 2007   10:00am @ Camino   

ICS 100 Training 
 
Events: 
 
· April 27th – 29th Home & Garden 

Show @ El Dorado County Fair 
Grounds Call Tobie for times. 

 
· May 7th 2007 Wildfire Awareness 

Week, CAL FIRE kick off. @ Cam-
eron Park Fire Station. I Can Use all 
the VIPS on this date  ALL! 

 
· May 12, 2007 School Program Dis-

play Pine Grove 11am to 4pm 
 
Contact Jerry, K6DLR, if you want to 
join the VIP’s. 
 
The CAL FIRE Ham Radio Volunteers 
in Prevention (VIP) need to replace the 
mobile ham radio in the Public Informa-
tion Room at Mt. Danaher. The one that 
is there is getting "long in the tooth" and 

has become unreliable. At a minimum, 
they need a fairly modern 2-meter ra-
dio, but ideally a dual-band (2M/440) 
with dual receive would be preferred. If 
anyone has one that they would like to 
donate to the cause, please contact 
Jerry, K6GER, Bill, W6LSW, Claude, 
KO6RU, or George, WG6D.  

Announcing the 2007 DXpedition to 
Huang Yan Dao 
 
Better Known as…………Scarborough 
Reef 
 
After three years of effort to obtain permis-
sion to land and operate from the most 
needed entity in the world, that needed 
authorization has been received. A multi-
national team led by W6RGG will operate 
from Scarborough Reef for ten days in late 
April 2007. BA1HAM and BV4FH have 
been instrumental in bringing this opera-
tion to reality with ongoing support being 
provided by N4XP, N1DG, K5YY and 
N6MZ. 
 
A team is being assembled that will in-
clude members from Asia, Europe and the 
USA. 
 
As with any DXpedition to a location such 
as this, transportation is very costly and 
will be the largest single expense. Success 
will depend on the contributions of the DX 
Community. 
 
See the website for more details and the 
latest information: 
 
www.scarboroughreef.com/              
 
The picture, below is not a boat.  That IS  
Scarborough Reef (or at least a part of it!)  

'���������	#
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Tuolumne Co Amateur Radio Electronics 
Society (TCARES)  
 
Saturday, June 2, 2007 8:00am-3:00pm  
 
Sonora East Shopping Center Hwy 108 
(east of Hess Avenue on Hwy 108 on right 
side). 
 
 Lodging in area:  
Aladdin Motor Inn 209-533-4971  
Best Western Sonora Oaks Motel 209-533-
4400  
 
Talk in frequency 147.945 PL +100  
 
Rent selling space for just $16 from 
TCARES to sell your electronic gear. 
Space is limited so reserve early. Make 
checks payable to TCARES Mail to: PO 
B o x  3 5 5 5  So no r a , CA  9 5 3 7 0 
www.lodelink.com/tcares Money from 
sales is yours! Rental space fee supports 
TCARES! WA6AVR/Jerry Committee 
Chair jerry.tannhauser@us.army.mil  
 
Website of the Month 
 
The 58th annual Visalia International DX 
Convention is April 27-29.  Its still not too 
late to register.  The program this year will 
be of interest to both seasoned and new 
DX’ers.  See their web site for details: 
 
www.dxconvention.org 
 

�����	!�����	����	%�����	+	&���	4
��<+
���	��;�	
The April 21st Angel Island Lighthouse 
expedition was cancelled due to rain.  
Michal is now thinking about an overnight 
campout on May 19-20.  If you are inter-
ested, contact Michal: wa6rz@yahoo.com 
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¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  

at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 
 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
 
¨ Club Web Site: http://www.edcarc.net 

 

Post Office 
Will Not  
Deliver 
Without  
Proper 
Postage 
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President Jay Harmor KE6GLA  jharmor@comcast.net 

Vice President Kaayla Jaret KI1EAE  kaaylajaret@hotmail.com 

Secretary Vacant     

Treasurer Don Brooks KG6YST  drbjfb@hughes.net 

Board Member Michael Csicsery KN6XJ  mountainman7@mindsync.com  

Board Member Merv de Haas WA6LYE  w6lye@arrl.net 

Board Member Donna Ranger K6DLR  dlranger@wildblue.net  

Board Member Michal Warzecha WA6RZ  wa6rz@yahoo.com  

Board Member Bill Ozment W6LSW  w6lsw@arrl.net  

Newsletter Editor Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843            w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

 jharmor@comcast.net 


